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Anabaptist        
Churches           

Congregational           
Churches            

Baptist               
Churches            

Churches             
of Christ

Adventist           
Churches             

Pentecostal 
Churches

When was it founded    
and by whom?

How many adherents?

How is Scripture viewed?

Who is God?

Who is Jesus?

How are we saved?

What happens 
after death?

What is the church?

What about the 
sacraments?

What are other beliefs    
and practices of note?

What are the major      
divisions or trends today?

N o n - L i t u r g i c a l  C h u r c h e s  In order by dateOther Significant Church Bodies
There are many other Christian denominations that are not   
mentioned in this pamphlet. The following are some of the 
better known or more influential of these denominations.

Calvary Chapel
Roughly 500,000, mostly in the USA. Started by Chuck Smith 
in California as an independent charismatic church oriented to 
youth. Staunchly evangelical.

Christian and Missionary Alliance
About 430,000 in the USA; 6 million worldwide. Founded by A. B. 
Simpson, a faith-healing evangelist of the late nineteenth century, 
it is an evangelical denomination in the Holiness tradition, 
emphasizing personal piety and evangelism.

Church of God (Cleveland, TN)
About 1 million in the USA; 7 million members worldwide and 
growing rapidly. The largest of the Pentecostal “Church of 
God” bodies.

Church of the Nazarene
Roughly 650,000 in the USA; 2.2 million worldwide. A Holiness 
church body founded in Texas in 1908.

Evangelical Covenant Church (100,000 USA)
Evangelical Free Church of America (350,000)
Two evangelical denominations in the USA with origins in the 
Free-Church tradition (which broke with the national Lutheran 
church bodies) of Scandinavia.

International Church of the Foursquare Gospel
Over 350,000 in the USA; about 4–8 million worldwide. A 
Pentecostal church body, founded by Aimee Semple McPherson, 
one of America’s most well-known women evangelists, and 
emphasizing physical as well as spiritual healing.

Salvation Army
About 450,000 in the USA. A Holiness church founded in 1878 
by William Booth, a former Methodist preacher, and his wife 
Catherine Booth. It is best known for its ministries to the poor.

Vineyard Ministries International
Perhaps 190,000 in the USA (over 1,500 churches worldwide). 
Charismatic church body that started in 1974 with a single 
church; in 1982 a Calvary Chapel headed by John Wimber, 
whose ministry focused on praying for signs and wonders, 
became a Vineyard, after which Vineyard Ministries International 
(1983) began growing quickly throughout the world.
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Compare 12 Major Denominations and Their Beliefs

Catholic Church              
Orthodox Churches            
Anglican Churches              
Lutheran Churches

Presbyterian Churches            
Methodist Churches

Anabaptist Churches        
Congregational Churches

Baptist Churches               
Churches of Christ            
Adventist Churches          

Pentecostal Churches 

 Compare Christian Groups

        Founder, Date

Membership

View of Scripture

View of God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit

Salvation and Sacraments

Heaven and Hell

 Other Beliefs
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1525: Protestants in Zurich begin believer’s baptism. 
1537: Menno Simons begins leading Mennonite movement.
1682: A Quaker, William Penn, founds Pennsylvania.

2 million worldwide 
1 million USA

Most view Scripture as the inspired means for knowing   
and following Jesus, but not as infallible. Jesus is the     
living Word. Scripture is the written Word that points to 
him. The standard Protestant canon is accepted. How 
believers live is emphasized over having correct doctrine.

The one Creator and Lord of all, revealed in Jesus through 
the Holy Spirit. Most affirm the Trinity in some way.

The Savior of the world, a man in whom God’s love and  
will are revealed by his life of service and his suffering   
and death. His deity, virgin birth, and resurrection are             
traditionally affirmed.

Salvation is a personal experience in which, through faith  
in Jesus, we become at peace with God, moving us to     
follow Jesus’ example as his disciples by living as        
peacemakers in the world.

No official view of what happens immediately after death.   
At Christ’s return God’s people will be raised to eternal life  
and the unrepentant will be forever separated from God 
(the traditional view).

The church is the body of Christ, the assembly and society 
of Christ’s disciples who follow him in the power of the 
Spirit. It is to be marked by holiness, love, service, a     
simple lifestyle, and peacemaking. No one system of 
church government is recognized; leadership is to be             
characterized by humble service and is primarily but      
not exclusively local.

Baptism is for believers only, a sign of commitment to    
follow Jesus. The Lord’s Supper is a memorial of his   
death. Most Quakers view sacraments as spiritual only,   
not external rites. 

Anabaptists and similar bodies are “peace churches,”  
teaching nonresistance and pacifism (the view that all      
participation in war is wrong). Doctrine is deemphasized,
and liberal views with social emphasis prevail in some  
church bodies, including most Quaker churches.

The Mennonite Church and Church of the Brethren are   
the largest bodies; the Amish (1693) are a variety of 
Mennonites. Quakers (Friends) originated separately but 
share much in common with Anabaptists.

1607: Members of a house church in England, illegal at 
that time, who were forced into exile.
1620: Congregationalists called Pilgrims sail on Mayflower 
to Plymouth (now in Massachusetts).

2.5 million worldwide
1.1 million USA

Most view Scripture as “the authoritative witness to the 
Word of God” that was living in Jesus, rather than viewing 
Scripture as the unerring Word of God. (UCC, see below.) 
The Bible and creeds are seen as “testimonies of faith, not 
tests of faith.” The standard Protestant canon is accepted.

The Eternal Spirit who calls the worlds into being and is 
made known in the man Jesus.

The crucified and risen Savior and Lord, in whom we are 
reconciled to God. (His deity and virgin birth are widely 
ignored or rejected except in the conservative church     
bodies.)

God promises forgiveness and grace to save “from sin   
and aimlessness” all who trust him, who accept his call   
to serve the whole human family.

Those who trust in God and live as Jesus’ disciples are 
promised eternal life in God’s kingdom. No position is taken 
on the future of the wicked (most reject the idea of eternal 
punishment).

The church is the people of God living as Jesus’ disciples  
by serving humanity as agents of God’s reconciling love.
Each local church is self-governing and chooses its own 
ministers. The United Church of Christ is not part of the 
“Churches of Christ” but was formed in 1957 as the 
union of the Congregational Christian Churches and the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church, a liberal Protestant body.

Congregations may practice infant baptism or believer’s  
baptism or both. Sacraments are symbols of spiritual     
realities.

The United Church of Christ (UCC) is one of the most     
theologically liberal denominations in the USA. Individual 
ministers and churches vary widely in belief. The United 
Church of Christ ordains openly homosexual men and 
women to ministry. 

United Church of Christ (1 million) is staunchly liberal. The 
National Assn. of Cong. Christian Churches (70,000) is a 
mainline body. The Conservative Congregational Christian 
Conference (42,000) is evangelical.

1612: John Smythe and other English Puritans form the 
first Baptist church. 
1639: The first Baptist church in America established in 
Providence, Rhode Island.

100 million worldwide             
32 million USA

Scripture is inspired and without error, the sole, final,
totally trustworthy rule of faith. The standard Protestant 
canon is accepted. (Mainline churches vary in the extent to 
which they continue to view Scripture as without error.)

The one Creator and Lord of all, existing eternally as the 
Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit).

The eternal Son incarnate, fully God and fully human,
conceived and born of the virgin Mary, died on the Cross   
for our sins, rose bodily from the grave, ascended into     
heaven, and will come again in glory to judge us all.

We are saved by grace alone when God imputes to us his 
gift of righteousness through faith alone (sola fide) in 
Christ, who died for our sins. Good works are the inevitable 
result of true faith, but in no way the basis of our right 
standing before God.

The souls of believers upon dying go immediately to be  
with Christ; and, at Christ’s return, their bodies are raised 
to immortal, eternal life. The wicked will suffer eternal  
punishment in hell.

The church (universal) is the body of Christ, which consists 
of the redeemed throughout history. The term “church”
usually refers to local congregations, each of which is 
autonomous, whose members are to be baptized believers 
and whose officers are pastors and deacons. Churches 
may form associations or conventions for cooperative    
purposes, especially missions and education.

Baptism is immersion of believers only as a symbol of their 
faith in Christ. The Lord’s Supper is a symbolic memorial of 
Christ’s death and anticipation of his return.

Most Baptist bodies emphasize evangelism and missions. 
Church and state are to be separate. Baptists include both 
Calvinists (dominant in the Southern Baptist Convention) 
and Arminians (dominant in mainline bodies and the    
Free-Will Baptist bodies).

Southern Baptist (15.7 million), a conservative body, are 
the largest Protestant denomination in the USA. American 
Baptists (1.3 million) and the National Baptists (8.5 million) 
are mainline churches.

1801: Barton Stone holds his Cane Ridge Revival in 
Kentucky. 1832: Stone’s Christians unite with Thomas and 
Alexander Campbell’s Disciples of Christ. They have       
different beliefs in some areas.

5-6 million worldwide 
3.5 million USA

“Where the Scriptures speak, we speak; where the 
Scriptures are silent, we are silent.” Churches of Christ  
view Scripture as the inerrant word of God; Disciples of 
Christ generally view Scripture as witness to Christ but   
fallible. The standard Protestant canon is accepted.

The one Creator and Lord of all. The creeds are rejected, 
but most conservatives accept the idea of the Trinity.

The Son of God, fully God and fully human, conceived and 
born of the virgin Mary, died on the Cross for our sins, rose 
bodily from the grave, ascended into heaven, and will come 
again in glory to judge us all.

Churches of Christ: A person must hear the gospel,   
believe in Christ, repent, confess Christ, be baptized, and 
persevere in holiness to be saved. Disciples of Christ:
God saves human beings (possibly all) by his grace, to 
which we respond in faith.

Churches of Christ: Believers immediately go to be with 
Christ and at his return are raised to immortality; the 
wicked will suffer eternally in hell. Disciples: Most believe 
in personal immortality but not hell.

Churches of Christ: The church is the assembly of those  
who have responded rightly to the gospel; it must be     
called only by the name of Christ. Only such churches      
are part of the restoration of true Christianity. Each local 
church is autonomous and calls its own pastors. Disciples  
of Christ have a similar form of church government but  are 
ecumenical, and thus do not claim to be the sole 
restoration of true Christianity.

Baptism is immersion of believers only, as the initial act    
of obedience to the gospel. Many Churches of Christ         
recognize baptism in their own churches only as valid.    
The Lord’s Supper is a symbolic memorial.

Many but not all Churches of Christ forbid the use of      
instrumental music in worship. International Churches of    
Christ teaches that its members alone are saved and is 
widely reported to strongly influence its members.

Churches of Christ (2 million) are conservative, some 
militantly and others not. Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) (650,000) is the mainline church body.

1844: William Miller’s prediction that Christ’s “advent” 
(return) would occur in 1844 failed. It was later interpreted 
as a heavenly event, not as an actual return.
1863: Seventh-day Adventist Church is organized.

17.5 million worldwide 
1 million USA

Scripture is inspired and without error, the final, totally 
trustworthy rule of faith. The standard Protestant canon is 
accepted; The Clear Word paraphrase is favored. Ellen G. White, 
an early Seventh-day Adventist leader, was a prophet; her 
writings are a “continuing and authoritative source of truth.”

The one Creator and Lord of all, “a unity of three co-eternal 
Persons” (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit).

The eternal Son incarnate, fully God and fully human,
conceived and born of the Virgin Mary, died on the cross 
for our sins, rose bodily from the grave, ascended into 
heaven, and will come again in glory to judge us all.

To be saved, we repent, believe in Christ as Example (in his 
life) and Substitute (by his death), and so by grace are 
made right with God and sanctified and empowered by the 
Spirit to live in obedience to God’s commandments. Those 
found obedient at the end will be saved.

Death for all people is an unconscious state. At Christ’s     
return the righteous will be raised for life in heaven. After  
a Millennium, the wicked will be raised only to be       
annihilated; the righteous will live forever on a new earth.

The universal church includes all who believe in Christ.         
The last days are a time of apostasy during which a        
remnant (the Seventh-day Adventist Church) keeps God’s              
commandments faithfully. The General Conference,       
composed of delegates from regional “union missions,” 
governs the whole church.

Baptism is by immersion and is contingent upon affirmation both of 
faith in Jesus and Adventist doctrines. Baptism is into the Seventh-
day Adventist Church. The Lord’s Supper is a symbolic memorial of 
Christ’s death, is practiced quarterly, and follows foot-washing.

In 1844 Christ began the “Investigative Judgment,” a work 
in heaven of determining who among the dead and living 
are true, loyal believers obeying God’s law. Rest and worship 
on Saturday is an essential element of that obedience. When 
the Judgment work is done, Christ will return.

The Seventh-day Adventist Church is by far the largest 
body, followed by SDA Reform Movement. Most of the 
smaller offshoots reject the Trinity and other historic 
Christian doctrines.

1901: Charles Fox Parham’s Kansas Bethel Bible College 
students speak in tongues. 1906: The Azusa Street revival 
(led by William J. Seymor in Los Angeles) launches 
Pentecostal movement. 1914: Assemblies of God organize.

250-500 million worldwide 
13.6 million USA (estimates vary)

Scripture is inspired and without error, the final, totally    
trustworthy rule of faith. The standard Protestant canon    
is accepted. Some church bodies view certain leaders     
as prophets with authoritative messages that are to be  
confirmed from Scripture.

The one Creator and Lord of all, existing eternally as the 
Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit).

The eternal Son incarnate, fully God and fully human,
conceived and born of the virgin Mary, died on the Cross   
for our sins, rose bodily from the grave, ascended into             
heaven, and will come again in glory to judge us all.

We are saved by God’s grace, by Christ’s death for our 
sins, through repentance and faith in Christ alone,
resulting in our being born again to new life in the Spirit, 
as evidenced by a life of holiness.

The souls of believers upon dying go immediately to be   
with Christ, and at Christ’s return their bodies are raised    
to immortal, eternal life. The wicked will suffer eternal      
punishment in hell.

The church is the body of Christ, in which the Holy Spirit 
dwells, which meets to worship God, and which is the 
agency for bringing the gospel of salvation to the whole 
world. Most church bodies practice a form of church     
government similar to Baptists.

Baptism is immersion of believers only, as a symbol of their 
faith in Christ. The Lord’s Supper is a symbolic memorial of 
Christ’s death and anticipation of his return.

Pentecostals in the strict sense view speaking in tongues 
as the initial evidence of baptism in the Holy Spirit (a    
second work of grace akin to entire sanctification in 
Methodism). Charismatics accept tongues but don’t view   
it as the only initial evidence of baptism in the Holy Spirit.

Assemblies of God (3 million USA, historically white) and 
Church of God in Christ (6.5 million USA, historically black) 
are the largest church bodies. “Oneness” churches reject 
the Trinity.
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"“DO NOT be yoked together

with unbelievers.
For what do righteousness and
wickedness have in common? Or 
what fellowship can light have with 
darkness?”—2 Cor. 6:14 

100 THINGS TO KNOW WHEN DATING
“Whatever is true, whatever is
noble, whatever is right, whatever 
is pure, whatever is lovely,
whatever is admirable—if anything
is excellent or praiseworthy—think 
about such things.”—Phil. 4:8

-1- -2- -3- -4- -5- -6-

1. Have I told my children that I plan to start dating, and explained to 
them that it may or may not work out, but that I will use my best 
judgment? 

2. Have I determined not to introduce my children to the person I’m 
dating until I’m sure it’s a committed relationship? (Introducing the 
person too soon can cause children confusion; children can become 
attached very quickly.)

3. Am I making sure that my children are getting enough attention and 
affection? (Sometimes children feel ignored or replaced when their 
parent starts dating; they may not want to “share” their parent with 
anyone else.) (Ps. 127:3)

4. How does the person I’m dating interact with my children? Loving?
Positive? Critical? Authoritarian? Ignore them? (Mark 10:13–16)

5. Does the person I’m dating respect my rules and boundaries about 
showing physical affection in front of the children?

6. How does he/she react when my children misbehave?
7. Does this person share my philosophy on discipline? Is he/she willing 

to change parenting styles? (Prov. 22:6)
8. Are there any signs of sexual or physical abuse, threats, or inappropriate 

and odd behaviors from this person toward my children? (Ps. 82:3–4)
9. Have I been honest with this person about my children’s other parent? 

Outstanding legal issues? Child support payments? Custody issues?
10. If we’re considering marriage, have we discussed how blending

families won’t be an overnight success, and what we’ll do to handle the 
challenges ahead? (It takes many years for step-families to bond closely.)
(Rom. 14:19)
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“Each of you should know that 

FINDING A HUSBAND OR WIFE 
FOR YOURSELF IS TO BE DONE IN 
A HOLY AND HONORABLE WAY,
not in the passionate, lustful way 
of people who don’t know God. 
No one should take advantage of 
or exploit other believers that way. 
The Lord is the one who punishes 
people for all these things.”
—1 Thess. 4:4–6 (GW)

“Therefore, with minds that are

ALERT AND FULLY SOBER,
set your hope on the grace to be 
brought to you when Jesus Christ 
is revealed at his coming. As
obedient children, do not conform
to the evil desires you had when 
you lived in ignorance. But just as 
he who called you is holy, so

BE HOLY IN ALL YOU DO; 
for it is written: ‘Be holy, because I 
am holy.’”—1 Peter 1:13–15

10 QUESTIONS TO ASK IF YOU HAVE CHILDREN

61. Does this person have high energy or 
low energy? Is this person similar to
you in intellect and ability? 

62. Does he/she seem to be courageous
and optimistic or pessimistic and
fearful?

63. Who decides what to do when you’re 
together? Is it always the same person? 

64. What kind of temper does this person 
have? Has he/she ever broken things 
or injured anyone in anger?
(Eph. 4:26–32) 

65. Does he/she tease, criticize, or mock
you? (Prov. 22:10)

66. Does this person have (or had) any
addictions: work, hobbies, drugs,
alcohol, pornography, gambling, or
the internet?

67. Does he/she make excuses for
behavior that is strange, odd, or
unusual?

68. Does this person put pressure on you 
to change in order to be loved? For
example, require you to report your
whereabouts, to spend less time with 
your family or friends, or be less
involved in your church? 

69. Is he/she achievement-oriented or
relaxed? Overly neat or overly messy?

70. Do you find yourself apologizing for
his/her behavior?

71. Does this person treat you differently 
in private than in front of people?

72. Does this person seem to resent
teachers, bosses, parents, or
coworkers? Why?

73. Does this person seem to think about 
sex constantly? Or the opposite:
repulsed by the idea of sex?
(Matt. 5:28; 1 Thess. 4:3–5)

74. Is  he/she t r ust wor t hy and
hardworking? If you were an
employer, would you hire this person?

75. Does this person have to win every
argument? Do you feel like he/she is 
always fighting with you or for you? 

76. How does this person drive?
Courteous? Hostile? Risks others’
l ives? Laughs at your fear?
(Prov. 14:29; James 1:19–20) 

77. Is this person willing to DTR (define
the relationship) and publicly
acknowledge that you’re a couple,
such as updating his/her online
relationship status?

78. Does this person flirt with others? Is 
he/she rude to you? Does he/she yell?
Seem overly possessive? (1 Cor. 13)

79. Is this person jealous about your time 
with friends and family? (Prov. 27:4;
James 3:14–16) 

80. Do the same bad behaviors happen
over and over, or does he/she change? 

41. How long has this person been a
Christian? How did he/she come to
know Christ?

42. How active is he/she in church, Bible 
studies, or ministries?

43. Whom does this person admire and
respect? Favorite leaders, celebrities,
athletes, or authors?

44. Does this person seem to have a true 
commitment to God and to following 
Jesus, or does he/she just say religious
things? (2 Tim. 3:5; 1 John 2:3–6)

45. Does this person do kind and loving
things for others without being asked, 
or does this person do helpful things 
only for those who will give something 
in return? (Luke 14:13–14; James 2:1–4)

46. Does this person joke or brag about
doing wrong things? (Prov. 10:23)

47. Does this person make wise decisions? 
Do people seek him/her out for good 
advice? Does this person seek wisdom
from parents or trusted Christians?
(Prov. 13:14)

48. How does this person treat your
family members? Does he/she make
excuses not to spend time with them? 
(1 Peter 3:8)

49. Does he/she laugh about other
people’s misfortunes? (Rom. 12:15)

50. When making a big decision, does this 
person seek God’s will, or is
the decision made primarily on
his/her own wants and desires?
(James 4:13–15; Matt. 26:39)

51. Does this person apologize after doing
something wrong or inappropriate?
If it ever occurred again, would it be 
OK with you?

52. When you say you are waiting until
marriage to have sex, will he/she
reject you? If so, it’s best to move on. 
(1 Cor. 6:18–20; Heb. 13:4)

53. Have you met his/her friends? What 
are they like? (People pick friends like 
themselves.) Does this person like
your friends? Do you respect his/her 
friends?

54. Does everything always seem to be
someone else’s fault, or does he/she
take responsibility for mistakes and
errors? (Ps. 139:23–24; Prov. 10:9)

55. Is this person nosey, gossipy, or unable 
to keep secrets about others?
(Prov. 11:13) 

56. Are you proud to be seen with this
person, or do you keep your
relationship hidden?

57. Is he/she well liked and respected by 
people whom you really like and
respect? (Prov. 31:23)

58. Is there anything about him/her that 
you would not want your parents or
friends to know?

59. Is he/she irritable, unforgiving,
stubborn, angry, or looking for an
opportunity to take revenge? (Rom.
12:16–19; Eph. 4:31–32; Prov. 21:9)

60. Is this person honest about his/her
own strengths, weaknesses, or
mistakes? Is he/she willing to work on 
them?

1. What city does this person live in, and 
how long has he/she lived in that
area?

2. Does this person live alone? With
roommates? At his/her parents’ home?

3. Is this person a Christian? How long
has this person attended his/her
church?

4. Where did this person grow up? 

5. How many brothers and sisters does
this person have? Where do they live?

6. Are this person’s parents alive? Do
they live nearby?

7. Does this person have a similar family 
background to yours?

8. How does this person describe his/her 
mother and father? 

9. What is this person’s favorite part of
his/her job or favorite subject at
school?

10. If working, how satisfying is his/her
job?  Why or why not? Does this person
change jobs frequently?

11. What are his/her interests? Sports?
Books? Movies? Games? Music? What 
does he/she do for fun? 

12. What goals does this person have in
life? Do they seem compatible with
yours?

13. Is he/she married, widowed,
divorced, or separated? If divorced, is
it final yet? 

14. How does he/she describe past
romantic relationships, if any? How
did the relationships end? Does this
person still keep in contact with his/
her exes? If so, how often? 

15. Is he/she coming from a recent
breakup? Are you concerned that this 
person may be looking for a rebound
relationship?

16. Has this person been engaged one or
more times before?

17. Does this person have children? How 
old? How many? Where are they now? 
How often does he/she see them? 

18. Is this person dating to find a marriage 
partner or just for fun? (It’s best to know 
early in a relationship what the other
person’s expectations are.) 

19. Does he/she want to have children
someday?

20. What is his/her last name? Home
address? Phone number? Email? Place 
of employment? School? (If you’re
meeting this person for the first time or
still getting to know each other, don’t
expect him/her to give you all this
information, and don’t think that you
should give all your information either.
Be cautious! However, if you’ve been
dating for a while and have developed a 
level of trust, but he/she still won’t share 
some of this basic information, this may 
be a red flag.)

81. What does this person wish to achieve 
in life before marrying? Is it realistic, 
or does he/she fear commitment?

82. Do you know anyone who has known 
him/her well for more than five years? 
If not, why not?

83. How does this person feel about his/
her childhood?

84. Has this person ever been the victim 
of sexual assault or sexual abuse?  If
so, has he/she spoken with a trained
counselor about it? 

85. Do you have any concerns that this
person might have same-sex
attraction? If so, have you talked
together about it? 

86. Has he/she ever asked you to keep a 
“bad” secret about addictions, health,
habits, or actions? (John 3:20–21)

87. Does this person call you names or
laugh at you when you make a mistake, 
or does he/she encourage you and help 
you feel better about yourself?
(Matt. 5:22; 1 Thess. 5:11; James 4:11) 

88. Have your parents or friends tried to 
warn you about him/her? (They never 
tell you the worst thing first. Accept the
first piece of information calmly. Then
ask if there is anything else you should
know.) (Prov. 23:22–23; 15:22)

89. Does this person say insensitive or
embarrassing things? Inappropriate
sexual jokes? Hurtful racial or sexist
comments? (Prov. 4:23; Matt. 15:18)

90. Has this person ever hit you, shoved
you, or “accidentally” hurt you?
(Remember, abuse should never be
tolerated.) (Prov. 6:16–19)

91. Are you both emotionally strong, or
do you have a patient-therapist
relationship with this person?

92. Does this person often blame others
(including you) for things that have
gone wrong in his/her life? Does this 
person feel like everyone is against
him/her?

93. Does this person have a history of
mental health challenges? If so, what
kind of help is he/she getting?

94. Does this person respect your
standards, or does he/she ask you to
violate your boundaries? Lie to
parents? Renege on responsibilities?
Go too far physically?

95. Does this person have any major
medical conditions or sexually
transmitted diseases?

96. Does this person have a criminal
record? Do you know the specifics of 
the crime and the outcome? Does this 
person acknowledge and seek
forgiveness for his/her wrongdoing, or 
instead make excuses? (Ps. 32:1–5;
Prov. 28:13; Rom. 13:1–4)

97. Does this person hope you will solve
some serious problem in his/her life,
such as finances, loneliness, stability, 
parenting, trouble with parents, or
depression? (1 Peter 5:6–7)

98. Are you genuinely attracted to this
person? If not, are you just staying in 
the relationship to please your parents, 
to be married, or to escape a tough
situation? (Prov. 16:2)

99. Do you think this person will improve 
if he/she marries you? Do you think
you can change this person? (It’s not
fair to marry a person expecting to
change him/her.)

100. Does this person care about your
wants and desires, or usually get his/
her own way? (Phil. 2:3–4)

21. Does this person play video games,
online gaming, gambling? How much 
time and money does he/she spend
on it?

22. What are this person’s goals and
dreams for life? Do you think those
are realistic? Is he/she making steps
toward them? 

23. Does this person have consistent
trouble paying bills or keeping a
budget? How much of this is caused
by irresponsibility or poor decisions?
(Ps. 37:21; Luke 16:9–12) 

24. How much time and energy does this 
person put into interests and hobbies? 
Politics? Sports? TV? Shopping?
Friends? If it never changed, could
you live with it without complaining?

25. Does this person have many friends
of the opposite sex? Do you? Do you
trust each other or is there jealousy?

26. If this person has children, how much 
time is spent with them? 

27. Do other men like him? Do other
women like her? (Same-gender
friendships are important to have.) 

28. Does this person have odd opinions,
poor manners, or trouble keeping
friends? Does this person often brag
about himself/herself? (1 Cor. 13:4–5)

29. How often does this person talk about 
making money or buying more
things? Does he/she regularly give to 
churches or charities? (1 Tim. 6:9–10)

30. Is this person good at making others
feel  comfor table? (1  Thess.  5:1 1 ;
Rom. 12:13) 

31. Does this person frequently outspend 
his/her income? Does he/she try to
borrow money often? Does this person 
repay loans quickly? (Prov. 22:26–27;
Rom. 13:7)

32. How much time does this person
expect you to spend together? Is that 
compatible with how often you expect 
to be together?

33. Is this person usually late, early, or
right on time to church, school, work, 
or dates? 

34. Has this person filed for bankruptcy
or is he/she in debt? If so, why? How 
much debt? Is he/she following a plan 
to eliminate the debt?

35. Does this person drink alcohol or
smoke? How much? How often? 

36. How does this person relax after a
long day?

37. Does this person get along with other 
people in his/her family? Do they like 
being together? How often does the
family get together? 

38. Does this person travel or vacation
frequently? How often is he/she out of
town? Or does he/she prefer to relax
at home?

39. Have you met this person’s parents?
What are they like? Do you respect
them? Do they respect you? 

40. Does he/she forget birthdays,
anniversaries, or other important
dates?

 Ask questions even if you
think you know the answers—
especially if you only know
the person through his/her
online profile!

 In friendship and in marriage,
you want someone who shares
your interests and values,
knows your personality, and
genuinely loves you. Once
you’ve gotten to know and
trust this person, be open
and honest about your
expectations.

 Journal frequently. Write
down anything that doesn’t
make sense. Strange behaviors
are worth writing down and

discussing with a parent,
mature Christian friend,
or mentor. Don’t show your
journal to the other person
and don’t post it online. You
need to keep your mind clear.
(1 Peter 4:7)

 Although it may be difficult
and painful to break up with
someone, it’s far more painful
to be married to someone who
isn’t right for you.

 Pray for wisdom. Pray for
guidance. God will give it.
Listen to God’s still, small
voice. (Matt. 21:22; Luke 11:9;
1 Peter 3:12)

There are a lot of things you need to know
about a person, whether you’re just
friends or thinking about something

more. As the Bible says, “Desire without
knowledge is not good” (Prov. 19:2). It’s best for
both people if they take the relationship
s-l-o-w-l-y! People who are capable of being
good friends usually make faithful, loving
spouses. It takes time to know a person’s true
character. Don’t rush it.

Some of the questions you should ask don’t
necessarily have “right” or “wrong” answers,
but are asked to help you know one another
better. (Prov. 12:26)
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Anabaptist       
Churches          

Congregational        
Churches            

Baptist               
Churches           

Churches            
of Christ

Adventist          
Churches            

Pentecostal 
Churches

When was it founded    
and by whom?

How many adherents?

How is Scripture viewed?

Who is God?

Who is Jesus?

How are we saved?

What happens 
after death?

What is the church?

What about the 
sacraments?

What are other beliefs    
and practices of note?

What are the major      
divisions or trends today?

N o n - L i t u r g i c a l  C h u r c h e s  In order by dateOther Significant Church Bodies
There are many other Christian denominations that are not   
mentioned in this pamphlet. The following are some of the 
better known or more influential of these denominations.

Calvary Chapel
Roughly 500,000, mostly in the USA. Started by Chuck Smith 
in California as an independent charismatic church oriented to 
youth. Staunchly evangelical.

Christian and Missionary Alliance
About 430,000 in the USA; 6 million worldwide. Founded by A. B. 
Simpson, a faith-healing evangelist of the late nineteenth century, 
it is an evangelical denomination in the Holiness tradition, 
emphasizing personal piety and evangelism.

Church of God (Cleveland, TN)
About 1 million in the USA; 7 million members worldwide and 
growing rapidly. The largest of the Pentecostal “Church of 
God” bodies.

Church of the Nazarene
Roughly 650,000 in the USA; 2.2 million worldwide. A Holiness 
church body founded in Texas in 1908.

Evangelical Covenant Church (100,000 USA)
Evangelical Free Church of America (350,000)
Two evangelical denominations in the USA with origins in the 
Free-Church tradition (which broke with the national Lutheran 
church bodies) of Scandinavia.

International Church of the Foursquare Gospel
Over 350,000 in the USA; about 4–8 million worldwide. A 
Pentecostal church body, founded by Aimee Semple McPherson, 
one of America’s most well-known women evangelists, and 
emphasizing physical as well as spiritual healing.

Salvation Army
About 450,000 in the USA. A Holiness church founded in 1878 
by William Booth, a former Methodist preacher, and his wife 
Catherine Booth. It is best known for its ministries to the poor.

Vineyard Ministries International
Perhaps 190,000 in the USA (over 1,500 churches worldwide). 
Charismatic church body that started in 1974 with a single 
church; in 1982 a Calvary Chapel headed by John Wimber, 
whose ministry focused on praying for signs and wonders, 
became a Vineyard, after which Vineyard Ministries International 
(1983) began growing quickly throughout the world.
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Compare 12 Major Denominations and Their Beliefs

Catholic Church              
Orthodox Churches            
Anglican Churches              
Lutheran Churches

Presbyterian Churches            
Methodist Churches

Anabaptist Churches        
Congregational Churches

Baptist Churches               
Churches of Christ            
Adventist Churches          

Pentecostal Churches 

Compare Christian Groups

        Founder, Date

              Membership

                View of Scripture

                   View of God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit

                              Salvation and Sacraments

                          Heaven and Hell

Other Beliefs
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1525: Protestants in Zurich begin believer’s baptism.
1537: Menno Simons begins leading Mennonite movement.
1682: A Quaker, William Penn, founds Pennsylvania.

2 million worldwide 
1 million USA

Most view Scripture as the inspired means for knowing   
and following Jesus, but not as infallible. Jesus is the     
living Word. Scripture is the written Word that points to 
him. The standard Protestant canon is accepted. How 
believers live is emphasized over having correct doctrine.

The one Creator and Lord of all, revealed in Jesus through 
the Holy Spirit. Most affirm the Trinity in some way.

The Savior of the world, a man in whom God’s love and  
will are revealed by his life of service and his suffering   
and death. His deity, virgin birth, and resurrection are             
traditionally affirmed.

Salvation is a personal experience in which, through faith  
in Jesus, we become at peace with God, moving us to     
follow Jesus’ example as his disciples by living as        
peacemakers in the world.

No official view of what happens immediately after death.
At Christ’s return God’s people will be raised to eternal life 
and the unrepentant will be forever separated from God 
(the traditional view).

The church is the body of Christ, the assembly and society 
of Christ’s disciples who follow him in the power of the 
Spirit. It is to be marked by holiness, love, service, a     
simple lifestyle, and peacemaking. No one system of 
church government is recognized; leadership is to be             
characterized by humble service and is primarily but      
not exclusively local.

Baptism is for believers only, a sign of commitment to    
follow Jesus. The Lord’s Supper is a memorial of his   
death. Most Quakers view sacraments as spiritual only,
not external rites.

Anabaptists and similar bodies are “peace churches,”
teaching nonresistance and pacifism (the view that all      
participation in war is wrong). Doctrine is deemphasized,
and liberal views with social emphasis prevail in some  
church bodies, including most Quaker churches.

The Mennonite Church and Church of the Brethren are   
the largest bodies; the Amish (1693) are a variety of 
Mennonites. Quakers (Friends) originated separately but 
share much in common with Anabaptists.

1607: Members of a house church in England, illegal at 
that time, who were forced into exile.
1620: Congregationalists called Pilgrims sail on Mayflower
to Plymouth (now in Massachusetts).

2.5 million worldwide
1.1 million USA

Most view Scripture as “the authoritative witness to the 
Word of God” that was living in Jesus, rather than viewing 
Scripture as the unerring Word of God. (UCC, see below.) 
The Bible and creeds are seen as “testimonies of faith, not 
tests of faith.” The standard Protestant canon is accepted.

The Eternal Spirit who calls the worlds into being and is 
made known in the man Jesus.

The crucified and risen Savior and Lord, in whom we are 
reconciled to God. (His deity and virgin birth are widely 
ignored or rejected except in the conservative church     
bodies.)

God promises forgiveness and grace to save “from sin   
and aimlessness” all who trust him, who accept his call   
to serve the whole human family.

Those who trust in God and live as Jesus’ disciples are 
promised eternal life in God’s kingdom. No position is taken 
on the future of the wicked (most reject the idea of eternal 
punishment).

The church is the people of God living as Jesus’ disciples  
by serving humanity as agents of God’s reconciling love.
Each local church is self-governing and chooses its own 
ministers. The United Church of Christ is not part of the 
“Churches of Christ” but was formed in 1957 as the 
union of the Congregational Christian Churches and the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church, a liberal Protestant body.

Congregations may practice infant baptism or believer’s  
baptism or both. Sacraments are symbols of spiritual     
realities.

The United Church of Christ (UCC) is one of the most     
theologically liberal denominations in the USA. Individual 
ministers and churches vary widely in belief. The United 
Church of Christ ordains openly homosexual men and 
women to ministry.

United Church of Christ (1 million) is staunchly liberal. The 
National Assn. of Cong. Christian Churches (70,000) is a 
mainline body. The Conservative Congregational Christian 
Conference (42,000) is evangelical.

1612: John Smythe and other English Puritans form the 
first Baptist church.
1639: The first Baptist church in America established in 
Providence, Rhode Island.

100 million worldwide             
32 million USA

Scripture is inspired and without error, the sole, final,
totally trustworthy rule of faith. The standard Protestant 
canon is accepted. (Mainline churches vary in the extent to 
which they continue to view Scripture as without error.)

The one Creator and Lord of all, existing eternally as the 
Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit).

The eternal Son incarnate, fully God and fully human,
conceived and born of the virgin Mary, died on the Cross   
for our sins, rose bodily from the grave, ascended into     
heaven, and will come again in glory to judge us all.

We are saved by grace alone when God imputes to us his 
gift of righteousness through faith alone (sola fide) in 
Christ, who died for our sins. Good works are the inevitable 
result of true faith, but in no way the basis of our right 
standing before God.

The souls of believers upon dying go immediately to be  
with Christ; and, at Christ’s return, their bodies are raised 
to immortal, eternal life. The wicked will suffer eternal  
punishment in hell.

The church (universal) is the body of Christ, which consists 
of the redeemed throughout history. The term “church”
usually refers to local congregations, each of which is 
autonomous, whose members are to be baptized believers 
and whose officers are pastors and deacons. Churches 
may form associations or conventions for cooperative    
purposes, especially missions and education.

Baptism is immersion of believers only as a symbol of their 
faith in Christ. The Lord’s Supper is a symbolic memorial of 
Christ’s death and anticipation of his return.

Most Baptist bodies emphasize evangelism and missions.
Church and state are to be separate. Baptists include both 
Calvinists (dominant in the Southern Baptist Convention) 
and Arminians (dominant in mainline bodies and the    
Free-Will Baptist bodies).

Southern Baptist (15.7 million), a conservative body, are 
the largest Protestant denomination in the USA. American 
Baptists (1.3 million) and the National Baptists (8.5 million) 
are mainline churches.

1801: Barton Stone holds his Cane Ridge Revival in 
Kentucky. 1832: Stone’s Christians unite with Thomas and 
Alexander Campbell’s Disciples of Christ. They have       
different beliefs in some areas.

5-6 million worldwide 
3.5 million USA

“Where the Scriptures speak, we speak; where the 
Scriptures are silent, we are silent.” Churches of Christ  
view Scripture as the inerrant word of God; Disciples of 
Christ generally view Scripture as witness to Christ but   
fallible. The standard Protestant canon is accepted.

The one Creator and Lord of all. The creeds are rejected,
but most conservatives accept the idea of the Trinity.

The Son of God, fully God and fully human, conceived and 
born of the virgin Mary, died on the Cross for our sins, rose 
bodily from the grave, ascended into heaven, and will come 
again in glory to judge us all.

Churches of Christ: A person must hear the gospel,
believe in Christ, repent, confess Christ, be baptized, and 
persevere in holiness to be saved. Disciples of Christ:
God saves human beings (possibly all) by his grace, to 
which we respond in faith.

Churches of Christ: Believers immediately go to be with 
Christ and at his return are raised to immortality; the 
wicked will suffer eternally in hell. Disciples: Most believe 
in personal immortality but not hell.

Churches of Christ: The church is the assembly of those  
who have responded rightly to the gospel; it must be     
called only by the name of Christ. Only such churches      
are part of the restoration of true Christianity. Each local 
church is autonomous and calls its own pastors. Disciples  
of Christ have a similar form of church government but  are 
ecumenical, and thus do not claim to be the sole 
restoration of true Christianity.

Baptism is immersion of believers only, as the initial act    
of obedience to the gospel. Many Churches of Christ         
recognize baptism in their own churches only as valid.
The Lord’s Supper is a symbolic memorial.

Many but not all Churches of Christ forbid the use of      
instrumental music in worship. International Churches of    
Christ teaches that its members alone are saved and is 
widely reported to strongly influence its members.

Churches of Christ (2 million) are conservative, some 
militantly and others not. Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) (650,000) is the mainline church body.

1844: William Miller’s prediction that Christ’s “advent”
(return) would occur in 1844 failed. It was later interpreted 
as a heavenly event, not as an actual return.
1863: Seventh-day Adventist Church is organized.

17.5 million worldwide 
1 million USA

Scripture is inspired and without error, the final, totally 
trustworthy rule of faith. The standard Protestant canon is 
accepted; The Clear Word paraphrase is favored. Ellen G. White,
an early Seventh-day Adventist leader, was a prophet; her 
writings are a “continuing and authoritative source of truth.”

The one Creator and Lord of all, “a unity of three co-eternal 
Persons” (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit).

The eternal Son incarnate, fully God and fully human,
conceived and born of the Virgin Mary, died on the cross 
for our sins, rose bodily from the grave, ascended into 
heaven, and will come again in glory to judge us all.

To be saved, we repent, believe in Christ as Example (in his 
life) and Substitute (by his death), and so by grace are 
made right with God and sanctified and empowered by the 
Spirit to live in obedience to God’s commandments. Those 
found obedient at the end will be saved.

Death for all people is an unconscious state. At Christ’s     
return the righteous will be raised for life in heaven. After  
a Millennium, the wicked will be raised only to be       
annihilated; the righteous will live forever on a new earth.

The universal church includes all who believe in Christ.
The last days are a time of apostasy during which a        
remnant (the Seventh-day Adventist Church) keeps God’s              
commandments faithfully. The General Conference,
composed of delegates from regional “union missions,”
governs the whole church.

Baptism is by immersion and is contingent upon affirmation both of 
faith in Jesus and Adventist doctrines. Baptism is into the Seventh-
day Adventist Church. The Lord’s Supper is a symbolic memorial of 
Christ’s death, is practiced quarterly, and follows foot-washing.

In 1844 Christ began the “Investigative Judgment,” a work 
in heaven of determining who among the dead and living 
are true, loyal believers obeying God’s law. Rest and worship 
on Saturday is an essential element of that obedience. When 
the Judgment work is done, Christ will return.

The Seventh-day Adventist Church is by far the largest 
body, followed by SDA Reform Movement. Most of the 
smaller offshoots reject the Trinity and other historic 
Christian doctrines.

1901: Charles Fox Parham’s Kansas Bethel Bible College 
students speak in tongues. 1906: The Azusa Street revival 
(led by William J. Seymor in Los Angeles) launches 
Pentecostal movement. 1914: Assemblies of God organize.

250-500 million worldwide 
13.6 million USA (estimates vary)

Scripture is inspired and without error, the final, totally    
trustworthy rule of faith. The standard Protestant canon    
is accepted. Some church bodies view certain leaders     
as prophets with authoritative messages that are to be 
confirmed from Scripture.

The one Creator and Lord of all, existing eternally as the 
Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit).

The eternal Son incarnate, fully God and fully human,
conceived and born of the virgin Mary, died on the Cross   
for our sins, rose bodily from the grave, ascended into             
heaven, and will come again in glory to judge us all.

We are saved by God’s grace, by Christ’s death for our 
sins, through repentance and faith in Christ alone,
resulting in our being born again to new life in the Spirit,
as evidenced by a life of holiness.

The souls of believers upon dying go immediately to be   
with Christ, and at Christ’s return their bodies are raised    
to immortal, eternal life. The wicked will suffer eternal      
punishment in hell.

The church is the body of Christ, in which the Holy Spirit 
dwells, which meets to worship God, and which is the 
agency for bringing the gospel of salvation to the whole 
world. Most church bodies practice a form of church     
government similar to Baptists.

Baptism is immersion of believers only, as a symbol of their 
faith in Christ. The Lord’s Supper is a symbolic memorial of 
Christ’s death and anticipation of his return.

Pentecostals in the strict sense view speaking in tongues 
as the initial evidence of baptism in the Holy Spirit (a    
second work of grace akin to entire sanctification in 
Methodism). Charismatics accept tongues but don’t view   
it as the only initial evidence of baptism in the Holy Spirit.

Assemblies of God (3 million USA, historically white) and 
Church of God in Christ (6.5 million USA, historically black) 
are the largest church bodies. “Oneness” churches reject 
the Trinity.
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"“DO NOT be yoked together

with unbelievers.
For what do righteousness and
wickedness have in common? Or 
what fellowship can light have with 
darkness?”—2 Cor. 6:14 

100 THINGS TO KNOW WHEN DATING
“Whatever is true, whatever is
noble, whatever is right, whatever 
is pure, whatever is lovely,
whatever is admirable—if anything
is excellent or praiseworthy—think 
about such things.”—Phil. 4:8

-1- -2- -3- -4- -5- -6-

1. Have I told my children that I plan to start dating, and explained to 
them that it may or may not work out, but that I will use my best 
judgment? 

2. Have I determined not to introduce my children to the person I’m 
dating until I’m sure it’s a committed relationship? (Introducing the 
person too soon can cause children confusion; children can become 
attached very quickly.)

3. Am I making sure that my children are getting enough attention and 
affection? (Sometimes children feel ignored or replaced when their 
parent starts dating; they may not want to “share” their parent with 
anyone else.) (Ps. 127:3)

4. How does the person I’m dating interact with my children? Loving?
Positive? Critical? Authoritarian? Ignore them? (Mark 10:13–16)

5. Does the person I’m dating respect my rules and boundaries about 
showing physical affection in front of the children?

6. How does he/she react when my children misbehave?
7. Does this person share my philosophy on discipline? Is he/she willing 

to change parenting styles? (Prov. 22:6)
8. Are there any signs of sexual or physical abuse, threats, or inappropriate 

and odd behaviors from this person toward my children? (Ps. 82:3–4)
9. Have I been honest with this person about my children’s other parent? 

Outstanding legal issues? Child support payments? Custody issues?
10. If we’re considering marriage, have we discussed how blending

families won’t be an overnight success, and what we’ll do to handle the 
challenges ahead? (It takes many years for step-families to bond closely.)
(Rom. 14:19)
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“Each of you should know that 

FINDING A HUSBAND OR WIFE 
FOR YOURSELF IS TO BE DONE IN 
A HOLY AND HONORABLE WAY,
not in the passionate, lustful way 
of people who don’t know God. 
No one should take advantage of 
or exploit other believers that way. 
The Lord is the one who punishes 
people for all these things.”
—1 Thess. 4:4–6 (GW)

“Therefore, with minds that are

ALERT AND FULLY SOBER,
set your hope on the grace to be 
brought to you when Jesus Christ 
is revealed at his coming. As
obedient children, do not conform
to the evil desires you had when 
you lived in ignorance. But just as 
he who called you is holy, so

BE HOLY IN ALL YOU DO; 
for it is written: ‘Be holy, because I 
am holy.’”—1 Peter 1:13–15

10 QUESTIONS TO ASK IF YOU HAVE CHILDREN

61. Does this person have high energy or 
low energy? Is this person similar to
you in intellect and ability? 

62. Does he/she seem to be courageous
and optimistic or pessimistic and
fearful?

63. Who decides what to do when you’re 
together? Is it always the same person? 

64. What kind of temper does this person 
have? Has he/she ever broken things 
or injured anyone in anger?
(Eph. 4:26–32) 

65. Does he/she tease, criticize, or mock
you? (Prov. 22:10)

66. Does this person have (or had) any
addictions: work, hobbies, drugs,
alcohol, pornography, gambling, or
the internet?

67. Does he/she make excuses for
behavior that is strange, odd, or
unusual?

68. Does this person put pressure on you 
to change in order to be loved? For
example, require you to report your
whereabouts, to spend less time with 
your family or friends, or be less
involved in your church? 

69. Is he/she achievement-oriented or
relaxed? Overly neat or overly messy?

70. Do you find yourself apologizing for
his/her behavior?

71. Does this person treat you differently 
in private than in front of people?

72. Does this person seem to resent
teachers, bosses, parents, or
coworkers? Why?

73. Does this person seem to think about 
sex constantly? Or the opposite:
repulsed by the idea of sex?
(Matt. 5:28; 1 Thess. 4:3–5)

74. Is  he/she t r ust wor t hy and
hardworking? If you were an
employer, would you hire this person?

75. Does this person have to win every
argument? Do you feel like he/she is 
always fighting with you or for you? 

76. How does this person drive?
Courteous? Hostile? Risks others’
l ives? Laughs at your fear?
(Prov. 14:29; James 1:19–20) 

77. Is this person willing to DTR (define
the relationship) and publicly
acknowledge that you’re a couple,
such as updating his/her online
relationship status?

78. Does this person flirt with others? Is 
he/she rude to you? Does he/she yell?
Seem overly possessive? (1 Cor. 13)

79. Is this person jealous about your time 
with friends and family? (Prov. 27:4;
James 3:14–16) 

80. Do the same bad behaviors happen
over and over, or does he/she change? 

41. How long has this person been a
Christian? How did he/she come to
know Christ?

42. How active is he/she in church, Bible 
studies, or ministries?

43. Whom does this person admire and
respect? Favorite leaders, celebrities,
athletes, or authors?

44. Does this person seem to have a true 
commitment to God and to following 
Jesus, or does he/she just say religious
things? (2 Tim. 3:5; 1 John 2:3–6)

45. Does this person do kind and loving
things for others without being asked, 
or does this person do helpful things 
only for those who will give something 
in return? (Luke 14:13–14; James 2:1–4)

46. Does this person joke or brag about
doing wrong things? (Prov. 10:23)

47. Does this person make wise decisions? 
Do people seek him/her out for good 
advice? Does this person seek wisdom
from parents or trusted Christians?
(Prov. 13:14)

48. How does this person treat your
family members? Does he/she make
excuses not to spend time with them? 
(1 Peter 3:8)

49. Does he/she laugh about other
people’s misfortunes? (Rom. 12:15)

50. When making a big decision, does this 
person seek God’s will, or is
the decision made primarily on
his/her own wants and desires?
(James 4:13–15; Matt. 26:39)

51. Does this person apologize after doing
something wrong or inappropriate?
If it ever occurred again, would it be 
OK with you?

52. When you say you are waiting until
marriage to have sex, will he/she
reject you? If so, it’s best to move on. 
(1 Cor. 6:18–20; Heb. 13:4)

53. Have you met his/her friends? What 
are they like? (People pick friends like 
themselves.) Does this person like
your friends? Do you respect his/her 
friends?

54. Does everything always seem to be
someone else’s fault, or does he/she
take responsibility for mistakes and
errors? (Ps. 139:23–24; Prov. 10:9)

55. Is this person nosey, gossipy, or unable 
to keep secrets about others?
(Prov. 11:13) 

56. Are you proud to be seen with this
person, or do you keep your
relationship hidden?

57. Is he/she well liked and respected by 
people whom you really like and
respect? (Prov. 31:23)

58. Is there anything about him/her that 
you would not want your parents or
friends to know?

59. Is he/she irritable, unforgiving,
stubborn, angry, or looking for an
opportunity to take revenge? (Rom.
12:16–19; Eph. 4:31–32; Prov. 21:9)

60. Is this person honest about his/her
own strengths, weaknesses, or
mistakes? Is he/she willing to work on 
them?

1. What city does this person live in, and 
how long has he/she lived in that
area?

2. Does this person live alone? With
roommates? At his/her parents’ home?

3. Is this person a Christian? How long
has this person attended his/her
church?

4. Where did this person grow up? 

5. How many brothers and sisters does
this person have? Where do they live?

6. Are this person’s parents alive? Do
they live nearby?

7. Does this person have a similar family 
background to yours?

8. How does this person describe his/her 
mother and father? 

9. What is this person’s favorite part of
his/her job or favorite subject at
school?

10. If working, how satisfying is his/her
job?  Why or why not? Does this person
change jobs frequently?

11. What are his/her interests? Sports?
Books? Movies? Games? Music? What 
does he/she do for fun? 

12. What goals does this person have in
life? Do they seem compatible with
yours?

13. Is he/she married, widowed,
divorced, or separated? If divorced, is
it final yet? 

14. How does he/she describe past
romantic relationships, if any? How
did the relationships end? Does this
person still keep in contact with his/
her exes? If so, how often? 

15. Is he/she coming from a recent
breakup? Are you concerned that this 
person may be looking for a rebound
relationship?

16. Has this person been engaged one or
more times before?

17. Does this person have children? How 
old? How many? Where are they now? 
How often does he/she see them? 

18. Is this person dating to find a marriage 
partner or just for fun? (It’s best to know 
early in a relationship what the other
person’s expectations are.) 

19. Does he/she want to have children
someday?

20. What is his/her last name? Home
address? Phone number? Email? Place 
of employment? School? (If you’re
meeting this person for the first time or
still getting to know each other, don’t
expect him/her to give you all this
information, and don’t think that you
should give all your information either.
Be cautious! However, if you’ve been
dating for a while and have developed a 
level of trust, but he/she still won’t share 
some of this basic information, this may 
be a red flag.)

81. What does this person wish to achieve 
in life before marrying? Is it realistic, 
or does he/she fear commitment?

82. Do you know anyone who has known 
him/her well for more than five years? 
If not, why not?

83. How does this person feel about his/
her childhood?

84. Has this person ever been the victim 
of sexual assault or sexual abuse?  If
so, has he/she spoken with a trained
counselor about it? 

85. Do you have any concerns that this
person might have same-sex
attraction? If so, have you talked
together about it? 

86. Has he/she ever asked you to keep a 
“bad” secret about addictions, health,
habits, or actions? (John 3:20–21)

87. Does this person call you names or
laugh at you when you make a mistake, 
or does he/she encourage you and help 
you feel better about yourself?
(Matt. 5:22; 1 Thess. 5:11; James 4:11) 

88. Have your parents or friends tried to 
warn you about him/her? (They never 
tell you the worst thing first. Accept the
first piece of information calmly. Then
ask if there is anything else you should
know.) (Prov. 23:22–23; 15:22)

89. Does this person say insensitive or
embarrassing things? Inappropriate
sexual jokes? Hurtful racial or sexist
comments? (Prov. 4:23; Matt. 15:18)

90. Has this person ever hit you, shoved
you, or “accidentally” hurt you?
(Remember, abuse should never be
tolerated.) (Prov. 6:16–19)

91. Are you both emotionally strong, or
do you have a patient-therapist
relationship with this person?

92. Does this person often blame others
(including you) for things that have
gone wrong in his/her life? Does this 
person feel like everyone is against
him/her?

93. Does this person have a history of
mental health challenges? If so, what
kind of help is he/she getting?

94. Does this person respect your
standards, or does he/she ask you to
violate your boundaries? Lie to
parents? Renege on responsibilities?
Go too far physically?

95. Does this person have any major
medical conditions or sexually
transmitted diseases?

96. Does this person have a criminal
record? Do you know the specifics of 
the crime and the outcome? Does this 
person acknowledge and seek
forgiveness for his/her wrongdoing, or 
instead make excuses? (Ps. 32:1–5;
Prov. 28:13; Rom. 13:1–4)

97. Does this person hope you will solve
some serious problem in his/her life,
such as finances, loneliness, stability, 
parenting, trouble with parents, or
depression? (1 Peter 5:6–7)

98. Are you genuinely attracted to this
person? If not, are you just staying in 
the relationship to please your parents, 
to be married, or to escape a tough
situation? (Prov. 16:2)

99. Do you think this person will improve 
if he/she marries you? Do you think
you can change this person? (It’s not
fair to marry a person expecting to
change him/her.)

100. Does this person care about your
wants and desires, or usually get his/
her own way? (Phil. 2:3–4)

21. Does this person play video games,
online gaming, gambling? How much 
time and money does he/she spend
on it?

22. What are this person’s goals and
dreams for life? Do you think those
are realistic? Is he/she making steps
toward them? 

23. Does this person have consistent
trouble paying bills or keeping a
budget? How much of this is caused
by irresponsibility or poor decisions?
(Ps. 37:21; Luke 16:9–12) 

24. How much time and energy does this 
person put into interests and hobbies? 
Politics? Sports? TV? Shopping?
Friends? If it never changed, could
you live with it without complaining?

25. Does this person have many friends
of the opposite sex? Do you? Do you
trust each other or is there jealousy?

26. If this person has children, how much 
time is spent with them? 

27. Do other men like him? Do other
women like her? (Same-gender
friendships are important to have.) 

28. Does this person have odd opinions,
poor manners, or trouble keeping
friends? Does this person often brag
about himself/herself? (1 Cor. 13:4–5)

29. How often does this person talk about 
making money or buying more
things? Does he/she regularly give to 
churches or charities? (1 Tim. 6:9–10)

30. Is this person good at making others
feel  comfor table? (1  Thess.  5:1 1 ;
Rom. 12:13) 

31. Does this person frequently outspend 
his/her income? Does he/she try to
borrow money often? Does this person 
repay loans quickly? (Prov. 22:26–27;
Rom. 13:7)

32. How much time does this person
expect you to spend together? Is that 
compatible with how often you expect 
to be together?

33. Is this person usually late, early, or
right on time to church, school, work, 
or dates? 

34. Has this person filed for bankruptcy
or is he/she in debt? If so, why? How 
much debt? Is he/she following a plan 
to eliminate the debt?

35. Does this person drink alcohol or
smoke? How much? How often? 

36. How does this person relax after a
long day?

37. Does this person get along with other 
people in his/her family? Do they like 
being together? How often does the
family get together? 

38. Does this person travel or vacation
frequently? How often is he/she out of
town? Or does he/she prefer to relax
at home?

39. Have you met this person’s parents?
What are they like? Do you respect
them? Do they respect you? 

40. Does he/she forget birthdays,
anniversaries, or other important
dates?

 Ask questions even if you
think you know the answers—
especially if you only know
the person through his/her
online profile!

 In friendship and in marriage,
you want someone who shares
your interests and values,
knows your personality, and
genuinely loves you. Once
you’ve gotten to know and
trust this person, be open
and honest about your
expectations.

 Journal frequently. Write
down anything that doesn’t
make sense. Strange behaviors
are worth writing down and

discussing with a parent,
mature Christian friend,
or mentor. Don’t show your
journal to the other person
and don’t post it online. You
need to keep your mind clear.
(1 Peter 4:7)

 Although it may be difficult
and painful to break up with
someone, it’s far more painful
to be married to someone who
isn’t right for you.

 Pray for wisdom. Pray for
guidance. God will give it.
Listen to God’s still, small
voice. (Matt. 21:22; Luke 11:9;
1 Peter 3:12)

There are a lot of things you need to know
about a person, whether you’re just
friends or thinking about something

more. As the Bible says, “Desire without
knowledge is not good” (Prov. 19:2). It’s best for
both people if they take the relationship
s-l-o-w-l-y! People who are capable of being
good friends usually make faithful, loving
spouses. It takes time to know a person’s true
character. Don’t rush it.

Some of the questions you should ask don’t
necessarily have “right” or “wrong” answers,
but are asked to help you know one another
better. (Prov. 12:26)
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When was it founded    
and by whom?

How many adherents?

How is Scripture viewed?

Who is God?

Who is Jesus?

How are we saved?

What happens 
after death?

What is the church?

What about the 
sacraments?

What are other beliefs    
and practices of note?

What are the major      
divisions or trends today?

Catholic              
Church              

Orthodox            
Churches 

Lutheran        
Churches             

Presbyterian           
Churches           

Methodist          
Churches           

L i t u r g i c a l  C h u r c h e s  In order by date Helpful Words to Know
Anabaptist. Literally, “one who is baptized again.” (1) Groups that baptize believers who were already baptized as infants. Anabaptists 
deny that they are doing so, since in their view infant baptism is not valid. (2) Specifically, the Anabaptists of Zurich and the church 
bodies (e.g., Mennonites, Amish) that trace their heritage to them.

Apocrypha. Books considered part of the Old Testament in Catholic or Orthodox theology but not in Protestant theology (e.g., 1 and 2 
Maccabees, Wisdom of Solomon). Called deuterocanonical in Catholic theology.

apostolic succession. The doctrine that there is an unbroken line of succession from the original apostles of Jesus Christ to bishops 
of today. Only bishops in proper succession may ordain priests authorized to perform the sacraments.

Arminian. (1) In the theological tradition of Jacob Arminius (1560-1609), a theologian in early Dutch Calvinism who broke with the 
Calvinist mainstream on matters pertaining to predestination. (2) Somewhat loosely, any Protestant who rejects the Calvinist view of    
predestination and related doctrines (especially most Anglicans, Methodists, Churches of Christ, and Pentecostals).

baptist. (1) Anyone who holds that only persons giving a credible profession of faith should be baptized. (2) Capitalized. A church   
tradition originating in Puritan England that was congregational and baptist.

Calvinist. (1) In the theological tradition of John Calvin (1509-64), particularly in the Reformed and Presbyterian church bodies. 
(2) Somewhat loosely, any Protestant who holds to the Calvinist view of predestination and related doctrines, including some Baptists
and other evangelicals. Conservative Lutherans are closer to Calvinism than to Arminianism, but differ in relatively minor ways. 
3) Five points of Calvinism: humans are so sinful that they cannot initiate return to God; God chooses who will be saved; Christ died
specifically to save those whom God chose; God infallibly draws to Christ those whom he chooses; they will never fall away.

canon. Authoritative list of books belonging in the Bible (or in the Old or New Testament).

catholic. Literally, “universal” (1) The faithful church in all its expressions worldwide. (2) Capitalized. Having to do with the church 
body headed by the Pope.

charismatic. (1) A generic term for spiritual enablement, as in, charismatic gifts (tongues, healings, prophecies, etc.). (2) Church  
bodies whose members practice speaking in tongues and other charismatic gifts but that do not view tongues as the initial evidence  
of having received the baptism in the Holy Spirit. (3) Christians in other denominations who experience charismatic gifts.

clergy. Priests, ministers, pastors, and other official church leaders, usually said to be ordained (specially recognized as having a    
spiritual responsibility as a leader in the church). Antonym: laity.

Confession. (1) A document stating what a particular church body or other group of Christians believe in common, such as the 
Augsburg Confession (Lutheran) or the Westminster Confession of Faith (Presbyterian). (2) The act of privately telling a priest about 
one’s sins (see Penance).

congregational. (1) A form of church government in which each local church is self-governing; practiced by many denominational 
groups. (2) Capitalized. A church tradition originating in Puritan England that was congregational in church government but (unlike 
most others) also accepted infant baptism.

conservative. Retaining the theological position enshrined in the church body’s historic creeds or confessions. Antonym: liberal.

conversion. (1) The act of changing from one religion (or none) to a new religion, as in conversion from Buddhism to Christianity.  
(2) The experience of coming to personal faith in Christ, even if the person was already a member of a Christian church.

ecumenical. Literally, “of the world.” (1) Representing the Christian church before the schism between the Eastern and Western
churches; especially, the creeds and councils of the first millennium. (2) Seeking to foster institutional cooperation or even unity 
among all Christian church bodies (or at least among some).

Eucharist. Literally, “thanksgiving.” Term of choice in liturgical churches for Communion or the Lord’s Supper.

evangelical. (1) Conservative Christians, mostly Protestant, who affirm the infallibility or inerrancy of the Bible. (2) Capitalized. Church   
bodies in the tradition of Martin Luther (1483-1546), whether or not they are evangelical in the generic sense.

Friends. The proper name for Quakers, a movement founded by George Fox (1624-91).

hell. (1) Capitalized. In Christian theology, the final state of the wicked, that is, of the devil, all fallen angels, and all human beings not 
redeemed by Christ. (2) In the King James Version of the Bible, “hell” translates both the Greek Gehenna (which does refer to the final  
state of the wicked) and the Greek Hades (which refers to the temporary waiting place of all departed human beings between their 
death and resurrection).

holiness. (1) God’s attribute of sinless perfection, of being beyond and above all impurity or evil an attribute that human beings are 
meant to have but do not because of sin. (2) Capitalized. The Christian tradition, stemming from John Wesley, which believes that 
Christians need a distinct work or effect of God’s grace in their lives that makes them personally holy and ready for Christian love and
service; or, any of the several denominations in that tradition (e.g., Christian & Missionary Alliance, Nazarenes, Salvation Army).

immersion. A form of baptism in which a person is completely submerged under water; nearly always practiced in Baptist churches.

immortality. A state in which a person is unable to die, certain to live forever.

incarnate, Incarnation. Literally, “in the flesh.” The doctrine that Jesus, who was God the Son, “became flesh” (John 1:14), that is, 
became a fully human being, while still being also fully God.

inerrant. Without error; used by evangelicals with reference to the complete trustworthiness of the Bible in all matters on which 
it speaks.

infallible. Without error, sometimes understood comprehensively (as in inerrant) and sometimes viewed as limited to certain areas 
or subjects (especially faith and morals). Applied in Catholic theology to the pope in certain specific pronouncements, and applied in      
conservative Catholic and Protestant theology alike to the Bible.

laity. All church members not holding official church leadership offices. Antonym: clergy.

liberal. Theological views that deny the infallibility of the Bible and that question, in varying degrees, the traditional doctrines held in 
common by most Christians prior to the modern era (such as the Virgin Birth or the Trinity). Antonym: conservative.

liturgical, liturgy. A form of corporate worship in which the priest or minister leads the congregation in readings and prayers from a 
prescribed text (called the liturgy).

mainline. A Protestant denomination generally originating before 1900 (though it may have undergone recent mergers), from which 
theologically conservative congregations have separated (e.g., the United Methodist Church).

new covenant. The relationship binding believers in Christ to him that in some way superseded the “old covenant” that God had 
made with Israel through Moses (see 2 Corinthians 3), into which a person enters in baptism and which is celebrated in the 
Lord’s Supper.

ordinance. Term of choice primarily in non-liturgical churches for baptism and the Lord’s Supper; is understood to mean that the rite 
is  a symbol of God’s grace already present in the believer. See sacrament.

orthodox. (1) Adhering to the essentials of the Christian faith, especially as articulated in the early creeds; in this sense the      
“orthodox” include conservative Catholics, Protestants, and Orthodox. (2) Capitalized. Having to do with the association of church 
bodies of Eastern Europe and the Middle East that became divided from Rome and the churches aligned with it in Western Europe   
in the “Great Schism” of 1054.

patriarch. In the Orthodox Churches, the bishop recognized as the leader of all Orthodox bishops under his jurisdiction (usually a 
nation or ethnic group, such as Greeks, Armenians, or Russians).

Penance. The Catholic sacrament in which a person confesses his sins to a priest and is given assurance of forgiveness.

pope. The title, meaning “Father,” referring to the Bishop of Rome (head of the Roman Catholic Church).

predestination. A term used by Paul of God’s prior decision that determines who is saved. Calvinists hold that God predestines 
individuals and on that basis brings them to faith; Arminians and most other Christian bodies hold that God predetermines that 
those who believe will be saved, but does not predetermine who will believe.

Protestant Reformation. The movement originally calling for reform of the doctrines, preaching, and rites of the Catholic Church,      
ignited by the work of Martin Luther, and which resulted in the secession of many churches from the Catholic Church. All of the 
church bodies profiled in the chart are Protestant except for the Catholic and Orthodox churches (although the Anglican Church also 
regards itself as Catholic).

Purgatory. A state or place to which believers go after death to have any remaining sin or impurity purged or removed before going 
to heaven. In the Catholic Church this is generally regarded as a place of temporal punishment; it is not so regarded in the Orthodox 
and Anglican churches. Most Protestants do not believe in Purgatory but rather in an immediate purgation of sin at death.

Puritan. English Protestants who embraced Reformed (Calvinist) theology and wanted to purify the Church of England from         
supposed corruption, especially ornate church decor and priestly garments.

sacrament. Term of choice primarily in liturgical churches for baptism and the Lord’s Supper (and, for Catholics, five other rites); 
is understood to mean that the rite is in some way a means by which God extends his grace. See ordinance.

sanctification. (1) Being set apart, or consecrated, to God. (2) The work of the Holy Spirit by which a believer is made holy 
in character.

virgin birth. The miracle by which Mary conceived and gave birth to Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit, without being        
impregnated by a man.

Denominations Comparison Pamphlet
Information is from official documents, websites, or catechisms of each 
denomination, as well as from encyclopedias and directories of various 
denominations. The descriptions on this chart are necessarily short and 
only generally representative of each denomination. There is diversity 
within each movement by location, local leadership, and individual        
personality.

Official Web Sites for the Major Denominations
Catholic Church: w2.vatican.va/content/vatican/en.html
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America: www.goarch.org
Episcopal Church USA (Anglican): www.episcopalchurch.org
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America: www.elca.org
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod: www.lcms.org
Presbyterian Church—U.S.A.: www.pcusa.org
United Methodist Church: www.umc.org
Southern Baptist Convention: www.sbc.net
United Church of Christ: www.ucc.org
Churches of Christ: church-of-christ.org
Seventh-day Adventist Church: www.adventist.org
Assemblies of God: www.ag.org

General References Online
www.adherents.com (Created by Preston Hunter as an independent 
project with no organizational affiliation)
ARDA: Association of Religion Data Archives www.thearda.com
Barna Research: www.barna.org
Creeds of Christendom: www.creeds.net
Pew Forum: http://religions.pewforum.org/affiliations

Other Helpful Gateway Web Sites 
for the Major Traditions
Catholicism: www.catholic.net
Orthodoxy: www.orthodox.org
Eastern Orthodox: www.assemblyofbishops.org
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Catholics consider Jesus’ disciple Peter (died ca. AD 66) the 
first pope; Gregory the Great (pope, AD 540-604) was a key 
figure in the pope’s office. At that time, the pope came to 
be viewed as ruling over the whole church.

1.2 billion worldwide
62 million USA

The Scriptures teach without error the truth needed for   
our salvation. Scripture must be interpreted within the 
Tradition of the Church. The canon includes 46 books for 
the Old Testament including deuterocanonical books      
(the Apocrypha) and 27 books for the New Testament.

The one Creator and Lord of all, existing eternally as the 
Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit).

The eternal Son incarnate, fully God and fully man,
conceived and born of the virgin Mary, died on the Cross 
for our sins, rose bodily from the grave, ascended into 
heaven, and will come again in glory to judge us all.

Christ died as a substitutionary sacrifice for our sins; God 
by his grace infuses a supernatural gift of faith in Christ in 
those who are baptized, which is maintained by doing 
works of love and receiving Penance and the Eucharist.

The souls of the faithful go to heaven either immediately or,
if imperfectly purified in this life, after purgatory. The souls 
of the wicked at death are immediately consigned to 
eternal punishment in hell.

The church is the Mystical Body of Christ, established by 
Christ with the bishop of Rome (the pope), who may at 
times pronounce dogma (doctrine required of all members) 
infallibly, as its earthly head. It is united (one) in a sacred 
(holy) worldwide (catholic) community through the          
succession of bishops whose ordination goes back to the 
apostles (apostolic); Christians not in communion with      
the Catholic Church are called “separated brethren.”

Baptism removes original sin (usually in infants). In the 
Eucharist, the substances (but not the properties) of     
bread and wine are changed into Jesus’ body and blood 
(transubstantiation).

Mary was conceived by her mother immaculately (free       
of original sin), remained a virgin perpetually, and was 
assumed bodily into heaven. She is the Mother of the 
Church and is considered an object of devotion and       
veneration (a show of honor that stops short of worship).

About one-fourth of Catholics are doctrinally conservative.
Many priests and members tend to accept liberal, pluralist 
beliefs contrary to church teaching.

330: Emperor Constantine renamed the city of Byzantium 
“Constantinople,” which became the city of the leading   
patriarch in the “Great Schism” of 1054.

225-300 million worldwide
1 million USA

The Scriptures are without error in matters of faith only.
Scripture is to be interpreted by Sacred Tradition, especially 
the seven Ecumenical Councils which met from AD 325-787.
The canon includes 49 Old Testament books (the Catholic 
Bible plus three more) and the 27 New Testament books.

The one Creator and Lord of all, existing eternally as the 
Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit).

The eternal Son incarnate, fully God and fully man,
conceived and born of the virgin Mary, died on the Cross   
for our sins, rose bodily from the grave, ascended into   
heaven, and will come again in glory to judge us all.

In Christ, God became human so that human beings might 
be  deified (theosis), that is, have the energy of God’s life 
in them. Through baptism and participation in the church,
God’s people receive the benefits of Christ’s redeeming      
work as they persevere.

At death, the souls of the faithful are purified as needed 
(a process of growth, not punishment), then get a foretaste 
of eternal blessing in heaven. The souls of the wicked get 
a foretaste of eternal torment in hell.

The church is the Body of Christ in unbroken historical    
connection to the apostles, changelessly maintaining the 
faith of the undivided church as expressed in the creeds.
It is one, holy, catholic, and apostolic, with churches  
organized nationally (Armenian, Greek, Russian, and so 
forth) with its bishops under the leadership of patriarchs 
(the pope being recognized as one of several), of which 
that of Constantinople has primacy of honor.

Baptism initiates God’s life in the one baptized (usually 
infants). In the Eucharist, bread and wine are changed into 
Jesus’ body and blood (a Mystery to be left unexplained).

Mary conceived Jesus virginally. She remained a virgin 
perpetually, and (in tradition, not dogma) was assumed 
bodily into heaven. Icons (images of Christ, Mary, or the 
saints) are objects of veneration through which God is to 
be worshiped.

A significant proportion are doctrinally conservative.
Most Orthodox bodies are members of the World Council 
of Churches, whose liberal leanings have long caused 
concern.

1517: Martin Luther’s “95 Theses” (challenges to Catholic 
teaching) usually mark the beginning of the Protestant 
Reformation. 1530: The Augsburg Confession is the first 
formal Lutheran statement of faith.

80 million worldwide
6.5 million USA

Scripture alone is the authoritative witness to the gospel 
(some parts more directly or fully than others).
Conservatives view Scripture as inerrant. The standard 
Protestant canon of 39 Old Testament books and 27 New 
Testament books is accepted.

The one Creator and Lord of all, existing eternally as the 
Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit).

The eternal Son incarnate, fully God and fully man,
conceived and born of the virgin Mary, died on the Cross   
for our sins, rose bodily from the grave, ascended into   
heaven, and will come again in glory to judge us all.

We are saved by grace alone when God imputes to us his 
gift of righteousness through faith alone (sola fide) in 
Christ, who died for our sins. Good works are the inevitable 
result of true faith, but in no way the basis of our right 
standing before God.

The souls of believers upon dying go immediately to be   
with Christ, and at Christ’s return, their bodies are raised   
to immortal, eternal life. The souls of the wicked begin       
suffering immediately in hell.

The church is the congregation of believers (though mixed 
with the lost) in which the gospel is taught and the     
sacraments rightly administered. All believers are “priests”
in that they have direct access to God. All ministers are 
pastors; some serve as bishops. Historically, apostolic   
succession has been rejected.

Baptism is necessary for salvation; in it both adults and 
infants are given God’s grace. The Lord’s Supper remains 
truly bread and wine but also becomes truly Jesus’ body 
and blood (consubstantiation).

The church’s liturgy is similar to the Episcopal.
Conservative Lutherans generally affirm that God chooses 
who will be saved before they believe. In 2009 the ELCA 
opened the ministry to gay and lesbian pastors in 
committed relationships.

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) is 
the mainline church. In 1999 the ELCA approved full 
communion with the Episcopal Church. The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod is doctrinally conservative.

1534: King Henry VIII was declared head of the Church 
of England.
1549: Thomas Cranmer produced the first Book of 
Common Prayer.

80 million worldwide
2 million USA

Scripture contains the truth that is necessary for salvation 
and is the primary norm for faith, but must be interpreted  
in light of tradition and reason. The canon includes 39 Old 
Testament books and 27 New Testament books (the 
Apocrypha is respected but not viewed as Scripture).

The one Creator and Lord of all, existing eternally as the 
Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit).

The eternal Son incarnate, fully God and fully man,
conceived and born of the virgin Mary, died on the Cross   
for our sins, rose bodily from the grave, ascended into   
heaven, and will come again in glory to judge us all.

Christ suffered and died as an offering for sin, freeing us 
from sin and reconciling us to God; we share in Christ’s 
victory when in baptism we become living members of the 
church, believing in him and keeping his commandments.

The souls of the faithful are purified as needed to enjoy  
full communion with God, and at Christ’s return they are 
raised to the fullness of eternal life in heaven. Those who 
reject God face eternal death.

The church is the Body of Christ, whose unity is based    
on the “apostolic succession” of bishops going back to   
the  apostles, of whom the bishop of Rome is one of  
many. It is one, holy, catholic, and apostolic. The Anglican        
communion is a part of the church, whose unity worldwide 
is represented by the archbishop of Canterbury. The church 
in the USA is known as the Episcopal Church.

The sacraments are “outward and visible signs of an 
inward and spiritual grace.” Infants and converts are  
made part of the church in baptism. Christ’s body and 
blood are really present in Communion.

Members are free to accept or reject the Catholic doctrines of 
Mary. The Book of Common Prayer is the norm for liturgy. Priests 
may marry. In 1976 the Episcopal Church approved the ordination 
of women. In 2009 the Episcopal Church approved the ordination 
of gay bishops and allowed bishops to bless same-sex unions.

In the USA, most belong to the Episcopal Church. The 39 
Articles (1571) are the doctrinal basis for conservative 
splinter groups, such as the Reformed Episcopal Church 
and the Anglican Church in North America.

1738: Conversion of John and Charles Wesley, already 
devout Anglican ministers, sparks Great Awakening.
1784: USA Methodists form separate church body.

61 million worldwide
11 million USA

Historic view: Scripture is inspired and infallible, the sole,
final rule of faith.
United Methodist Church: Scripture is “the primary    
source and criterion for Christian doctrine,” but (for most) 
not infallible. The standard Protestant canon is accepted.

The one Creator and Lord of all, existing eternally as the 
Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit).

The eternal Son incarnate, fully God and fully man,
conceived and born of the virgin Mary, died on the Cross   
for our sins, rose bodily from the grave, ascended into   
heaven, and will come again in glory to judge us all.

We are saved by grace alone when God regenerates and    
forgives us through faith in Christ, who died for our sins.
Good works are the necessary result of true faith, but do  
not obtain forgiveness or salvation.

The souls of believers upon dying go immediately to be   
with Christ; and, at Christ’s return, their bodies are raised 
to immortal, eternal life. The wicked will suffer eternal      
punishment in hell.

The church is the body of Christ, represented by visible 
church institutions. Bishops oversee regions and appoint   
pastors. In the United Methodist Church, clergy and laity   
meet together in a national “General Conference” every    
four years. All pastors are itinerant, meaning they move 
from one church to the next as directed by the bishop (on 
average once every four years).

Baptism is a sign of regeneration and of the new covenant 
and is for adults and children. Jesus is really present, and 
his body and blood are spiritually present, to believers in 
the Lord’s Supper.

“Entire sanctification” is a work of the Spirit subsequent    
to regeneration by which fully consecrated believers are 
purified of all sin and fit for service—a state maintained 
by faith and obedience. Methodists are Arminian, i.e.,
they disagree with all five points of Calvinism.

United Methodist Church (7.7 million) and the African 
Methodist Episcopal church bodies (about 2.5 million)       
are mainline churches. The Free Methodists are a small         
conservative body.

1536: John Calvin writes Institutes of the Christian Religion. 
1643-49: Westminster Standards define Presbyterian doctrine.
1789: Presbyterian Church (USA) first organized (see below).

40-50 million worldwide
2 million USA

Historic view: Scripture is inspired and infallible, the sole,
final rule of faith.
PCUSA: Scripture is “the witness without parallel” to  
Christ, but in merely human words reflecting beliefs of    
the time. The standard Protestant canon is accepted.

The one Creator and Lord of all, existing eternally as the 
Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit).

The eternal Son incarnate, fully God and fully man,
conceived and born of the virgin Mary, died on the Cross   
for our sins, rose bodily from the grave, ascended into   
heaven, and will come again in glory to judge us all.

We are saved by grace alone when God imputes to us      
his gift of righteousness through faith alone (sola fide)      
in Christ, who died for our sins. Good works are the 
inevitable result of true faith, but in no way the basis        
of our right standing before God.

The souls of believers upon dying go immediately to be   
with Christ. At Christ’s return, their bodies are raised to 
immortal, eternal life. The souls of the wicked begin        
suffering immediately in hell.

The church is the body of Christ, including all whom God 
has chosen as his people, represented by the visible 
church, composed of churches that vary in purity and    
corruption. Christ alone is the head of the church.
Congregations choose elders to govern them. Regional 
groups of elders (presbyteries) meet in denomination-wide 
General Assemblies.

Baptism is not necessary for salvation but is a sign of the  
new covenant of grace, for adults and infants. Jesus’ body 
and blood are spiritually present to believers in the Lord’s 
Supper.

Conservatives affirm the “five points of Calvinism”: humans 
are so sinful that they cannot initiate return to God; God 
chooses who will be saved; Christ died specifically to save 
those whom God chose; God infallibly draws to Christ those 
whom he chooses; they will never fall away.

The Presbyterian Church (USA), or PCUSA, is the mainline 
church. The Presbyterian Church in America (PCA) is the 
largest doctrinally conservative church body.
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"“DO NOT be yoked together

with unbelievers.
For what do righteousness and
wickedness have in common? Or 
what fellowship can light have with 
darkness?”—2 Cor. 6:14 

100 THINGS TO KNOW WHEN DATING
“Whatever is true, whatever is
noble, whatever is right, whatever 
is pure, whatever is lovely,
whatever is admirable—if anything
is excellent or praiseworthy—think 
about such things.”—Phil. 4:8

-1- -2- -3- -4- -5- -6-

1. Have I told my children that I plan to start dating, and explained to 
them that it may or may not work out, but that I will use my best 
judgment? 

2. Have I determined not to introduce my children to the person I’m 
dating until I’m sure it’s a committed relationship? (Introducing the 
person too soon can cause children confusion; children can become 
attached very quickly.)

3. Am I making sure that my children are getting enough attention and 
affection? (Sometimes children feel ignored or replaced when their 
parent starts dating; they may not want to “share” their parent with 
anyone else.) (Ps. 127:3)

4. How does the person I’m dating interact with my children? Loving?
Positive? Critical? Authoritarian? Ignore them? (Mark 10:13–16)

5. Does the person I’m dating respect my rules and boundaries about 
showing physical affection in front of the children?

6. How does he/she react when my children misbehave?
7. Does this person share my philosophy on discipline? Is he/she willing 

to change parenting styles? (Prov. 22:6)
8. Are there any signs of sexual or physical abuse, threats, or inappropriate 

and odd behaviors from this person toward my children? (Ps. 82:3–4)
9. Have I been honest with this person about my children’s other parent? 

Outstanding legal issues? Child support payments? Custody issues?
10. If we’re considering marriage, have we discussed how blending

families won’t be an overnight success, and what we’ll do to handle the 
challenges ahead? (It takes many years for step-families to bond closely.)
(Rom. 14:19)
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“Each of you should know that 

FINDING A HUSBAND OR WIFE 
FOR YOURSELF IS TO BE DONE IN 
A HOLY AND HONORABLE WAY,
not in the passionate, lustful way 
of people who don’t know God. 
No one should take advantage of 
or exploit other believers that way. 
The Lord is the one who punishes 
people for all these things.”
—1 Thess. 4:4–6 (GW)

“Therefore, with minds that are

ALERT AND FULLY SOBER,
set your hope on the grace to be 
brought to you when Jesus Christ 
is revealed at his coming. As
obedient children, do not conform
to the evil desires you had when 
you lived in ignorance. But just as 
he who called you is holy, so

BE HOLY IN ALL YOU DO; 
for it is written: ‘Be holy, because I 
am holy.’”—1 Peter 1:13–15

10 QUESTIONS TO ASK IF YOU HAVE CHILDREN

61. Does this person have high energy or 
low energy? Is this person similar to
you in intellect and ability? 

62. Does he/she seem to be courageous
and optimistic or pessimistic and
fearful?

63. Who decides what to do when you’re 
together? Is it always the same person? 

64. What kind of temper does this person 
have? Has he/she ever broken things 
or injured anyone in anger?
(Eph. 4:26–32) 

65. Does he/she tease, criticize, or mock
you? (Prov. 22:10)

66. Does this person have (or had) any
addictions: work, hobbies, drugs,
alcohol, pornography, gambling, or
the internet?

67. Does he/she make excuses for
behavior that is strange, odd, or
unusual?

68. Does this person put pressure on you 
to change in order to be loved? For
example, require you to report your
whereabouts, to spend less time with 
your family or friends, or be less
involved in your church? 

69. Is he/she achievement-oriented or
relaxed? Overly neat or overly messy?

70. Do you find yourself apologizing for
his/her behavior?

71. Does this person treat you differently 
in private than in front of people?

72. Does this person seem to resent
teachers, bosses, parents, or
coworkers? Why?

73. Does this person seem to think about 
sex constantly? Or the opposite:
repulsed by the idea of sex?
(Matt. 5:28; 1 Thess. 4:3–5)

74. Is  he/she t r ust wor t hy and
hardworking? If you were an
employer, would you hire this person?

75. Does this person have to win every
argument? Do you feel like he/she is 
always fighting with you or for you? 

76. How does this person drive?
Courteous? Hostile? Risks others’
l ives? Laughs at your fear?
(Prov. 14:29; James 1:19–20) 

77. Is this person willing to DTR (define
the relationship) and publicly
acknowledge that you’re a couple,
such as updating his/her online
relationship status?

78. Does this person flirt with others? Is 
he/she rude to you? Does he/she yell?
Seem overly possessive? (1 Cor. 13)

79. Is this person jealous about your time 
with friends and family? (Prov. 27:4;
James 3:14–16) 

80. Do the same bad behaviors happen
over and over, or does he/she change? 

41. How long has this person been a
Christian? How did he/she come to
know Christ?

42. How active is he/she in church, Bible 
studies, or ministries?

43. Whom does this person admire and
respect? Favorite leaders, celebrities,
athletes, or authors?

44. Does this person seem to have a true 
commitment to God and to following 
Jesus, or does he/she just say religious
things? (2 Tim. 3:5; 1 John 2:3–6)

45. Does this person do kind and loving
things for others without being asked, 
or does this person do helpful things 
only for those who will give something 
in return? (Luke 14:13–14; James 2:1–4)

46. Does this person joke or brag about
doing wrong things? (Prov. 10:23)

47. Does this person make wise decisions? 
Do people seek him/her out for good 
advice? Does this person seek wisdom
from parents or trusted Christians?
(Prov. 13:14)

48. How does this person treat your
family members? Does he/she make
excuses not to spend time with them? 
(1 Peter 3:8)

49. Does he/she laugh about other
people’s misfortunes? (Rom. 12:15)

50. When making a big decision, does this 
person seek God’s will, or is
the decision made primarily on
his/her own wants and desires?
(James 4:13–15; Matt. 26:39)

51. Does this person apologize after doing
something wrong or inappropriate?
If it ever occurred again, would it be 
OK with you?

52. When you say you are waiting until
marriage to have sex, will he/she
reject you? If so, it’s best to move on. 
(1 Cor. 6:18–20; Heb. 13:4)

53. Have you met his/her friends? What 
are they like? (People pick friends like 
themselves.) Does this person like
your friends? Do you respect his/her 
friends?

54. Does everything always seem to be
someone else’s fault, or does he/she
take responsibility for mistakes and
errors? (Ps. 139:23–24; Prov. 10:9)

55. Is this person nosey, gossipy, or unable 
to keep secrets about others?
(Prov. 11:13) 

56. Are you proud to be seen with this
person, or do you keep your
relationship hidden?

57. Is he/she well liked and respected by 
people whom you really like and
respect? (Prov. 31:23)

58. Is there anything about him/her that 
you would not want your parents or
friends to know?

59. Is he/she irritable, unforgiving,
stubborn, angry, or looking for an
opportunity to take revenge? (Rom.
12:16–19; Eph. 4:31–32; Prov. 21:9)

60. Is this person honest about his/her
own strengths, weaknesses, or
mistakes? Is he/she willing to work on 
them?

1. What city does this person live in, and 
how long has he/she lived in that
area?

2. Does this person live alone? With
roommates? At his/her parents’ home?

3. Is this person a Christian? How long
has this person attended his/her
church?

4. Where did this person grow up? 

5. How many brothers and sisters does
this person have? Where do they live?

6. Are this person’s parents alive? Do
they live nearby?

7. Does this person have a similar family 
background to yours?

8. How does this person describe his/her 
mother and father? 

9. What is this person’s favorite part of
his/her job or favorite subject at
school?

10. If working, how satisfying is his/her
job?  Why or why not? Does this person
change jobs frequently?

11. What are his/her interests? Sports?
Books? Movies? Games? Music? What 
does he/she do for fun? 

12. What goals does this person have in
life? Do they seem compatible with
yours?

13. Is he/she married, widowed,
divorced, or separated? If divorced, is
it final yet? 

14. How does he/she describe past
romantic relationships, if any? How
did the relationships end? Does this
person still keep in contact with his/
her exes? If so, how often? 

15. Is he/she coming from a recent
breakup? Are you concerned that this 
person may be looking for a rebound
relationship?

16. Has this person been engaged one or
more times before?

17. Does this person have children? How 
old? How many? Where are they now? 
How often does he/she see them? 

18. Is this person dating to find a marriage 
partner or just for fun? (It’s best to know 
early in a relationship what the other
person’s expectations are.) 

19. Does he/she want to have children
someday?

20. What is his/her last name? Home
address? Phone number? Email? Place 
of employment? School? (If you’re
meeting this person for the first time or
still getting to know each other, don’t
expect him/her to give you all this
information, and don’t think that you
should give all your information either.
Be cautious! However, if you’ve been
dating for a while and have developed a 
level of trust, but he/she still won’t share 
some of this basic information, this may 
be a red flag.)

81. What does this person wish to achieve 
in life before marrying? Is it realistic, 
or does he/she fear commitment?

82. Do you know anyone who has known 
him/her well for more than five years? 
If not, why not?

83. How does this person feel about his/
her childhood?

84. Has this person ever been the victim 
of sexual assault or sexual abuse?  If
so, has he/she spoken with a trained
counselor about it? 

85. Do you have any concerns that this
person might have same-sex
attraction? If so, have you talked
together about it? 

86. Has he/she ever asked you to keep a 
“bad” secret about addictions, health,
habits, or actions? (John 3:20–21)

87. Does this person call you names or
laugh at you when you make a mistake, 
or does he/she encourage you and help 
you feel better about yourself?
(Matt. 5:22; 1 Thess. 5:11; James 4:11) 

88. Have your parents or friends tried to 
warn you about him/her? (They never 
tell you the worst thing first. Accept the
first piece of information calmly. Then
ask if there is anything else you should
know.) (Prov. 23:22–23; 15:22)

89. Does this person say insensitive or
embarrassing things? Inappropriate
sexual jokes? Hurtful racial or sexist
comments? (Prov. 4:23; Matt. 15:18)

90. Has this person ever hit you, shoved
you, or “accidentally” hurt you?
(Remember, abuse should never be
tolerated.) (Prov. 6:16–19)

91. Are you both emotionally strong, or
do you have a patient-therapist
relationship with this person?

92. Does this person often blame others
(including you) for things that have
gone wrong in his/her life? Does this 
person feel like everyone is against
him/her?

93. Does this person have a history of
mental health challenges? If so, what
kind of help is he/she getting?

94. Does this person respect your
standards, or does he/she ask you to
violate your boundaries? Lie to
parents? Renege on responsibilities?
Go too far physically?

95. Does this person have any major
medical conditions or sexually
transmitted diseases?

96. Does this person have a criminal
record? Do you know the specifics of 
the crime and the outcome? Does this 
person acknowledge and seek
forgiveness for his/her wrongdoing, or 
instead make excuses? (Ps. 32:1–5;
Prov. 28:13; Rom. 13:1–4)

97. Does this person hope you will solve
some serious problem in his/her life,
such as finances, loneliness, stability, 
parenting, trouble with parents, or
depression? (1 Peter 5:6–7)

98. Are you genuinely attracted to this
person? If not, are you just staying in 
the relationship to please your parents, 
to be married, or to escape a tough
situation? (Prov. 16:2)

99. Do you think this person will improve 
if he/she marries you? Do you think
you can change this person? (It’s not
fair to marry a person expecting to
change him/her.)

100. Does this person care about your
wants and desires, or usually get his/
her own way? (Phil. 2:3–4)

21. Does this person play video games,
online gaming, gambling? How much 
time and money does he/she spend
on it?

22. What are this person’s goals and
dreams for life? Do you think those
are realistic? Is he/she making steps
toward them? 

23. Does this person have consistent
trouble paying bills or keeping a
budget? How much of this is caused
by irresponsibility or poor decisions?
(Ps. 37:21; Luke 16:9–12) 

24. How much time and energy does this 
person put into interests and hobbies? 
Politics? Sports? TV? Shopping?
Friends? If it never changed, could
you live with it without complaining?

25. Does this person have many friends
of the opposite sex? Do you? Do you
trust each other or is there jealousy?

26. If this person has children, how much 
time is spent with them? 

27. Do other men like him? Do other
women like her? (Same-gender
friendships are important to have.) 

28. Does this person have odd opinions,
poor manners, or trouble keeping
friends? Does this person often brag
about himself/herself? (1 Cor. 13:4–5)

29. How often does this person talk about 
making money or buying more
things? Does he/she regularly give to 
churches or charities? (1 Tim. 6:9–10)

30. Is this person good at making others
feel  comfor table? (1  Thess.  5:1 1 ;
Rom. 12:13) 

31. Does this person frequently outspend 
his/her income? Does he/she try to
borrow money often? Does this person 
repay loans quickly? (Prov. 22:26–27;
Rom. 13:7)

32. How much time does this person
expect you to spend together? Is that 
compatible with how often you expect 
to be together?

33. Is this person usually late, early, or
right on time to church, school, work, 
or dates? 

34. Has this person filed for bankruptcy
or is he/she in debt? If so, why? How 
much debt? Is he/she following a plan 
to eliminate the debt?

35. Does this person drink alcohol or
smoke? How much? How often? 

36. How does this person relax after a
long day?

37. Does this person get along with other 
people in his/her family? Do they like 
being together? How often does the
family get together? 

38. Does this person travel or vacation
frequently? How often is he/she out of
town? Or does he/she prefer to relax
at home?

39. Have you met this person’s parents?
What are they like? Do you respect
them? Do they respect you? 

40. Does he/she forget birthdays,
anniversaries, or other important
dates?

 Ask questions even if you
think you know the answers—
especially if you only know
the person through his/her
online profile!

 In friendship and in marriage,
you want someone who shares
your interests and values,
knows your personality, and
genuinely loves you. Once
you’ve gotten to know and
trust this person, be open
and honest about your
expectations.

 Journal frequently. Write
down anything that doesn’t
make sense. Strange behaviors
are worth writing down and

discussing with a parent,
mature Christian friend,
or mentor. Don’t show your
journal to the other person
and don’t post it online. You
need to keep your mind clear.
(1 Peter 4:7)

 Although it may be difficult
and painful to break up with
someone, it’s far more painful
to be married to someone who
isn’t right for you.

 Pray for wisdom. Pray for
guidance. God will give it.
Listen to God’s still, small
voice. (Matt. 21:22; Luke 11:9;
1 Peter 3:12)

There are a lot of things you need to know
about a person, whether you’re just
friends or thinking about something

more. As the Bible says, “Desire without
knowledge is not good” (Prov. 19:2). It’s best for
both people if they take the relationship
s-l-o-w-l-y! People who are capable of being
good friends usually make faithful, loving
spouses. It takes time to know a person’s true
character. Don’t rush it.

Some of the questions you should ask don’t
necessarily have “right” or “wrong” answers,
but are asked to help you know one another
better. (Prov. 12:26)
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When was it founded    
and by whom?

How many adherents?

How is Scripture viewed?

Who is God?

Who is Jesus?

How are we saved?

What happens 
after death?

What is the church?

What about the 
sacraments?

What are other beliefs    
and practices of note?

What are the major      
divisions or trends today?

Catholic              
Church              

Orthodox            
Churches 

Lutheran        
Churches             

Presbyterian           
Churches           

Methodist          
Churches           

L i t u r g i c a l  C h u r c h e s  In order by date Helpful Words to Know
Anabaptist. Literally, “one who is baptized again.” (1) Groups that baptize believers who were already baptized as infants. Anabaptists 
deny that they are doing so, since in their view infant baptism is not valid. (2) Specifically, the Anabaptists of Zurich and the church 
bodies (e.g., Mennonites, Amish) that trace their heritage to them.

Apocrypha. Books considered part of the Old Testament in Catholic or Orthodox theology but not in Protestant theology (e.g., 1 and 2 
Maccabees, Wisdom of Solomon). Called deuterocanonical in Catholic theology.

apostolic succession. The doctrine that there is an unbroken line of succession from the original apostles of Jesus Christ to bishops 
of today. Only bishops in proper succession may ordain priests authorized to perform the sacraments.

Arminian. (1) In the theological tradition of Jacob Arminius (1560-1609), a theologian in early Dutch Calvinism who broke with the 
Calvinist mainstream on matters pertaining to predestination. (2) Somewhat loosely, any Protestant who rejects the Calvinist view of    
predestination and related doctrines (especially most Anglicans, Methodists, Churches of Christ, and Pentecostals).

baptist. (1) Anyone who holds that only persons giving a credible profession of faith should be baptized. (2) Capitalized. A church   
tradition originating in Puritan England that was congregational and baptist.

Calvinist. (1) In the theological tradition of John Calvin (1509-64), particularly in the Reformed and Presbyterian church bodies. 
(2) Somewhat loosely, any Protestant who holds to the Calvinist view of predestination and related doctrines, including some Baptists 
and other evangelicals. Conservative Lutherans are closer to Calvinism than to Arminianism, but differ in relatively minor ways. 
3) Five points of Calvinism: humans are so sinful that they cannot initiate return to God; God chooses who will be saved; Christ died      
specifically to save those whom God chose; God infallibly draws to Christ those whom he chooses; they will never fall away.

canon. Authoritative list of books belonging in the Bible (or in the Old or New Testament).

catholic. Literally, “universal” (1) The faithful church in all its expressions worldwide. (2) Capitalized. Having to do with the church 
body headed by the Pope.

charismatic. (1) A generic term for spiritual enablement, as in, charismatic gifts (tongues, healings, prophecies, etc.). (2) Church  
bodies whose members practice speaking in tongues and other charismatic gifts but that do not view tongues as the initial evidence  
of having received the baptism in the Holy Spirit. (3) Christians in other denominations who experience charismatic gifts.

clergy. Priests, ministers, pastors, and other official church leaders, usually said to be ordained (specially recognized as having a    
spiritual responsibility as a leader in the church). Antonym: laity.

Confession. (1) A document stating what a particular church body or other group of Christians believe in common, such as the 
Augsburg Confession (Lutheran) or the Westminster Confession of Faith (Presbyterian). (2) The act of privately telling a priest about 
one’s sins (see Penance).

congregational. (1) A form of church government in which each local church is self-governing; practiced by many denominational 
groups. (2) Capitalized. A church tradition originating in Puritan England that was congregational in church government but (unlike 
most others) also accepted infant baptism.

conservative. Retaining the theological position enshrined in the church body’s historic creeds or confessions. Antonym: liberal.

conversion. (1) The act of changing from one religion (or none) to a new religion, as in conversion from Buddhism to Christianity. 
(2) The experience of coming to personal faith in Christ, even if the person was already a member of a Christian church.

ecumenical. Literally, “of the world.” (1) Representing the Christian church before the schism between the Eastern and Western    
churches; especially, the creeds and councils of the first millennium. (2) Seeking to foster institutional cooperation or even unity 
among all Christian church bodies (or at least among some).

Eucharist. Literally, “thanksgiving.” Term of choice in liturgical churches for Communion or the Lord’s Supper.

evangelical. (1) Conservative Christians, mostly Protestant, who affirm the infallibility or inerrancy of the Bible. (2) Capitalized. Church   
bodies in the tradition of Martin Luther (1483-1546), whether or not they are evangelical in the generic sense.

Friends. The proper name for Quakers, a movement founded by George Fox (1624-91).

hell. (1) Capitalized. In Christian theology, the final state of the wicked, that is, of the devil, all fallen angels, and all human beings not 
redeemed by Christ. (2) In the King James Version of the Bible, “hell” translates both the Greek Gehenna (which does refer to the final 
state of the wicked) and the Greek Hades (which refers to the temporary waiting place of all departed human beings between their 
death and resurrection).

holiness. (1) God’s attribute of sinless perfection, of being beyond and above all impurity or evil an attribute that human beings are 
meant to have but do not because of sin. (2) Capitalized. The Christian tradition, stemming from John Wesley, which believes that 
Christians need a distinct work or effect of God’s grace in their lives that makes them personally holy and ready for Christian love and 
service; or, any of the several denominations in that tradition (e.g., Christian & Missionary Alliance, Nazarenes, Salvation Army).

immersion. A form of baptism in which a person is completely submerged under water; nearly always practiced in Baptist churches.

immortality. A state in which a person is unable to die, certain to live forever.

incarnate, Incarnation. Literally, “in the flesh.” The doctrine that Jesus, who was God the Son, “became flesh” (John 1:14), that is, 
became a fully human being, while still being also fully God.

inerrant. Without error; used by evangelicals with reference to the complete trustworthiness of the Bible in all matters on which 
it speaks.

infallible. Without error, sometimes understood comprehensively (as in inerrant) and sometimes viewed as limited to certain areas 
or subjects (especially faith and morals). Applied in Catholic theology to the pope in certain specific pronouncements, and applied in      
conservative Catholic and Protestant theology alike to the Bible.

laity. All church members not holding official church leadership offices. Antonym: clergy.

liberal. Theological views that deny the infallibility of the Bible and that question, in varying degrees, the traditional doctrines held in
common by most Christians prior to the modern era (such as the Virgin Birth or the Trinity). Antonym: conservative.

liturgical, liturgy. A form of corporate worship in which the priest or minister leads the congregation in readings and prayers from a  
prescribed text (called the liturgy).

mainline. A Protestant denomination generally originating before 1900 (though it may have undergone recent mergers), from which  
theologically conservative congregations have separated (e.g., the United Methodist Church).

new covenant. The relationship binding believers in Christ to him that in some way superseded the “old covenant” that God had
made with Israel through Moses (see 2 Corinthians 3), into which a person enters in baptism and which is celebrated in the 
Lord’s Supper.

ordinance. Term of choice primarily in non-liturgical churches for baptism and the Lord’s Supper; is understood to mean that the rite 
is  a symbol of God’s grace already present in the believer. See sacrament.

orthodox. (1) Adhering to the essentials of the Christian faith, especially as articulated in the early creeds; in this sense the      
“orthodox” include conservative Catholics, Protestants, and Orthodox. (2) Capitalized. Having to do with the association of church 
bodies of Eastern Europe and the Middle East that became divided from Rome and the churches aligned with it in Western Europe
in the “Great Schism” of 1054.

patriarch. In the Orthodox Churches, the bishop recognized as the leader of all Orthodox bishops under his jurisdiction (usually a 
nation or ethnic group, such as Greeks, Armenians, or Russians).

Penance. The Catholic sacrament in which a person confesses his sins to a priest and is given assurance of forgiveness.

pope. The title, meaning “Father,” referring to the Bishop of Rome (head of the Roman Catholic Church).

predestination. A term used by Paul of God’s prior decision that determines who is saved. Calvinists hold that God predestines 
individuals and on that basis brings them to faith; Arminians and most other Christian bodies hold that God predetermines that
those who believe will be saved, but does not predetermine who will believe.

Protestant Reformation. The movement originally calling for reform of the doctrines, preaching, and rites of the Catholic Church,      
ignited by the work of Martin Luther, and which resulted in the secession of many churches from the Catholic Church. All of the
church bodies profiled in the chart are Protestant except for the Catholic and Orthodox churches (although the Anglican Church also 
regards itself as Catholic).

Purgatory. A state or place to which believers go after death to have any remaining sin or impurity purged or removed before going 
to heaven. In the Catholic Church this is generally regarded as a place of temporal punishment; it is not so regarded in the Orthodox 
and Anglican churches. Most Protestants do not believe in Purgatory but rather in an immediate purgation of sin at death.

Puritan. English Protestants who embraced Reformed (Calvinist) theology and wanted to purify the Church of England from  
supposed corruption, especially ornate church decor and priestly garments.

sacrament. Term of choice primarily in liturgical churches for baptism and the Lord’s Supper (and, for Catholics, five other rites); 
is understood to mean that the rite is in some way a means by which God extends his grace. See ordinance.

sanctification. (1) Being set apart, or consecrated, to God. (2) The work of the Holy Spirit by which a believer is made holy 
in character.

virgin birth. The miracle by which Mary conceived and gave birth to Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit, without being        
impregnated by a man.

Denominations Comparison Pamphlet
Information is from official documents, websites, or catechisms of each 
denomination, as well as from encyclopedias and directories of various 
denominations. The descriptions on this chart are necessarily short and 
only generally representative of each denomination. There is diversity 
within each movement by location, local leadership, and individual        
personality.

Official Web Sites for the Major Denominations
Catholic Church: w2.vatican.va/content/vatican/en.html
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America: www.goarch.org
Episcopal Church USA (Anglican): www.episcopalchurch.org
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America: www.elca.org
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod: www.lcms.org
Presbyterian Church—U.S.A.: www.pcusa.org
United Methodist Church: www.umc.org
Southern Baptist Convention: www.sbc.net
United Church of Christ: www.ucc.org
Churches of Christ: church-of-christ.org
Seventh-day Adventist Church: www.adventist.org
Assemblies of God: www.ag.org

General References Online
www.adherents.com (Created by Preston Hunter as an independent 
project with no organizational affiliation)
ARDA: Association of Religion Data Archives www.thearda.com
Barna Research: www.barna.org
Creeds of Christendom: www.creeds.net
Pew Forum: http://religions.pewforum.org/affiliations

Other Helpful Gateway Web Sites 
for the Major Traditions
Catholicism: www.catholic.net
Orthodoxy: www.orthodox.org
Eastern Orthodox: www.assemblyofbishops.org
Calvinism: www.reformed.org
Mennonites: www.mennolink.org
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Oxford University Press, 2000.
Linder, Eileen W., ed. Yearbook of American and Canadian Churches 2002.

Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2002.
Melton, J. Gordon. Encyclopedia of American Religions. 6th edition.   
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Newman, William M., and Peter L. Halvorson. Atlas of American Religion:     

The Denominational Era, 1776-1990. Walnut Creek, CA: Rowan &  
Littlefield Publishers, 2000.
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Catholics consider Jesus’ disciple Peter (died ca. AD 66) the 
first pope; Gregory the Great (pope, AD 540-604) was a key 
figure in the pope’s office. At that time, the pope came to 
be viewed as ruling over the whole church.

1.2 billion worldwide
62 million USA

The Scriptures teach without error the truth needed for   
our salvation. Scripture must be interpreted within the 
Tradition of the Church. The canon includes 46 books for 
the Old Testament including deuterocanonical books      
(the Apocrypha) and 27 books for the New Testament.

The one Creator and Lord of all, existing eternally as the 
Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit).

The eternal Son incarnate, fully God and fully man,
conceived and born of the virgin Mary, died on the Cross 
for our sins, rose bodily from the grave, ascended into 
heaven, and will come again in glory to judge us all.

Christ died as a substitutionary sacrifice for our sins; God 
by his grace infuses a supernatural gift of faith in Christ in 
those who are baptized, which is maintained by doing 
works of love and receiving Penance and the Eucharist.

The souls of the faithful go to heaven either immediately or,
if imperfectly purified in this life, after purgatory. The souls 
of the wicked at death are immediately consigned to 
eternal punishment in hell.

The church is the Mystical Body of Christ, established by 
Christ with the bishop of Rome (the pope), who may at 
times pronounce dogma (doctrine required of all members) 
infallibly, as its earthly head. It is united (one) in a sacred 
(holy) worldwide (catholic) community through the          
succession of bishops whose ordination goes back to the 
apostles (apostolic); Christians not in communion with      
the Catholic Church are called “separated brethren.”

Baptism removes original sin (usually in infants). In the 
Eucharist, the substances (but not the properties) of     
bread and wine are changed into Jesus’ body and blood 
(transubstantiation).

Mary was conceived by her mother immaculately (free       
of original sin), remained a virgin perpetually, and was 
assumed bodily into heaven. She is the Mother of the 
Church and is considered an object of devotion and       
veneration (a show of honor that stops short of worship).

About one-fourth of Catholics are doctrinally conservative.
Many priests and members tend to accept liberal, pluralist 
beliefs contrary to church teaching.

330: Emperor Constantine renamed the city of Byzantium 
“Constantinople,” which became the city of the leading   
patriarch in the “Great Schism” of 1054.

225-300 million worldwide
1 million USA

The Scriptures are without error in matters of faith only.
Scripture is to be interpreted by Sacred Tradition, especially 
the seven Ecumenical Councils which met from AD 325-787.
The canon includes 49 Old Testament books (the Catholic 
Bible plus three more) and the 27 New Testament books.

The one Creator and Lord of all, existing eternally as the 
Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit).

The eternal Son incarnate, fully God and fully man,
conceived and born of the virgin Mary, died on the Cross   
for our sins, rose bodily from the grave, ascended into   
heaven, and will come again in glory to judge us all.

In Christ, God became human so that human beings might 
be  deified (theosis), that is, have the energy of God’s life 
in them. Through baptism and participation in the church,
God’s people receive the benefits of Christ’s redeeming      
work as they persevere.

At death, the souls of the faithful are purified as needed 
(a process of growth, not punishment), then get a foretaste 
of eternal blessing in heaven. The souls of the wicked get 
a foretaste of eternal torment in hell.

The church is the Body of Christ in unbroken historical    
connection to the apostles, changelessly maintaining the 
faith of the undivided church as expressed in the creeds.
It is one, holy, catholic, and apostolic, with churches  
organized nationally (Armenian, Greek, Russian, and so 
forth) with its bishops under the leadership of patriarchs 
(the pope being recognized as one of several), of which 
that of Constantinople has primacy of honor.

Baptism initiates God’s life in the one baptized (usually 
infants). In the Eucharist, bread and wine are changed into 
Jesus’ body and blood (a Mystery to be left unexplained).

Mary conceived Jesus virginally. She remained a virgin 
perpetually, and (in tradition, not dogma) was assumed 
bodily into heaven. Icons (images of Christ, Mary, or the 
saints) are objects of veneration through which God is to 
be worshiped.

A significant proportion are doctrinally conservative.
Most Orthodox bodies are members of the World Council 
of Churches, whose liberal leanings have long caused 
concern.

1517: Martin Luther’s “95 Theses” (challenges to Catholic 
teaching) usually mark the beginning of the Protestant 
Reformation. 1530: The Augsburg Confession is the first 
formal Lutheran statement of faith.

80 million worldwide
6.5 million USA

Scripture alone is the authoritative witness to the gospel 
(some parts more directly or fully than others).
Conservatives view Scripture as inerrant. The standard 
Protestant canon of 39 Old Testament books and 27 New 
Testament books is accepted.

The one Creator and Lord of all, existing eternally as the 
Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit).

The eternal Son incarnate, fully God and fully man,
conceived and born of the virgin Mary, died on the Cross   
for our sins, rose bodily from the grave, ascended into   
heaven, and will come again in glory to judge us all.

We are saved by grace alone when God imputes to us his 
gift of righteousness through faith alone (sola fide) in 
Christ, who died for our sins. Good works are the inevitable 
result of true faith, but in no way the basis of our right 
standing before God.

The souls of believers upon dying go immediately to be   
with Christ, and at Christ’s return, their bodies are raised   
to immortal, eternal life. The souls of the wicked begin       
suffering immediately in hell.

The church is the congregation of believers (though mixed 
with the lost) in which the gospel is taught and the     
sacraments rightly administered. All believers are “priests”
in that they have direct access to God. All ministers are 
pastors; some serve as bishops. Historically, apostolic   
succession has been rejected.

Baptism is necessary for salvation; in it both adults and 
infants are given God’s grace. The Lord’s Supper remains 
truly bread and wine but also becomes truly Jesus’ body 
and blood (consubstantiation).

The church’s liturgy is similar to the Episcopal.
Conservative Lutherans generally affirm that God chooses 
who will be saved before they believe. In 2009 the ELCA 
opened the ministry to gay and lesbian pastors in 
committed relationships.

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) is 
the mainline church. In 1999 the ELCA approved full 
communion with the Episcopal Church. The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod is doctrinally conservative.

1534: King Henry VIII was declared head of the Church 
of England.
1549: Thomas Cranmer produced the first Book of 
Common Prayer.

80 million worldwide
2 million USA

Scripture contains the truth that is necessary for salvation 
and is the primary norm for faith, but must be interpreted  
in light of tradition and reason. The canon includes 39 Old 
Testament books and 27 New Testament books (the 
Apocrypha is respected but not viewed as Scripture).

The one Creator and Lord of all, existing eternally as the 
Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit).

The eternal Son incarnate, fully God and fully man,
conceived and born of the virgin Mary, died on the Cross   
for our sins, rose bodily from the grave, ascended into   
heaven, and will come again in glory to judge us all.

Christ suffered and died as an offering for sin, freeing us 
from sin and reconciling us to God; we share in Christ’s 
victory when in baptism we become living members of the 
church, believing in him and keeping his commandments.

The souls of the faithful are purified as needed to enjoy  
full communion with God, and at Christ’s return they are 
raised to the fullness of eternal life in heaven. Those who 
reject God face eternal death.

The church is the Body of Christ, whose unity is based    
on the “apostolic succession” of bishops going back to   
the  apostles, of whom the bishop of Rome is one of  
many. It is one, holy, catholic, and apostolic. The Anglican        
communion is a part of the church, whose unity worldwide 
is represented by the archbishop of Canterbury. The church 
in the USA is known as the Episcopal Church.

The sacraments are “outward and visible signs of an 
inward and spiritual grace.” Infants and converts are  
made part of the church in baptism. Christ’s body and 
blood are really present in Communion.

Members are free to accept or reject the Catholic doctrines of 
Mary. The Book of Common Prayer is the norm for liturgy. Priests 
may marry. In 1976 the Episcopal Church approved the ordination 
of women. In 2009 the Episcopal Church approved the ordination 
of gay bishops and allowed bishops to bless same-sex unions.

In the USA, most belong to the Episcopal Church. The 39 
Articles (1571) are the doctrinal basis for conservative 
splinter groups, such as the Reformed Episcopal Church 
and the Anglican Church in North America.

1738: Conversion of John and Charles Wesley, already 
devout Anglican ministers, sparks Great Awakening.
1784: USA Methodists form separate church body.

61 million worldwide
11 million USA

Historic view: Scripture is inspired and infallible, the sole,
final rule of faith.
United Methodist Church: Scripture is “the primary    
source and criterion for Christian doctrine,” but (for most) 
not infallible. The standard Protestant canon is accepted.

The one Creator and Lord of all, existing eternally as the 
Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit).

The eternal Son incarnate, fully God and fully man,
conceived and born of the virgin Mary, died on the Cross   
for our sins, rose bodily from the grave, ascended into   
heaven, and will come again in glory to judge us all.

We are saved by grace alone when God regenerates and    
forgives us through faith in Christ, who died for our sins.
Good works are the necessary result of true faith, but do  
not obtain forgiveness or salvation.

The souls of believers upon dying go immediately to be   
with Christ; and, at Christ’s return, their bodies are raised 
to immortal, eternal life. The wicked will suffer eternal      
punishment in hell.

The church is the body of Christ, represented by visible 
church institutions. Bishops oversee regions and appoint   
pastors. In the United Methodist Church, clergy and laity   
meet together in a national “General Conference” every    
four years. All pastors are itinerant, meaning they move 
from one church to the next as directed by the bishop (on 
average once every four years).

Baptism is a sign of regeneration and of the new covenant 
and is for adults and children. Jesus is really present, and 
his body and blood are spiritually present, to believers in 
the Lord’s Supper.

“Entire sanctification” is a work of the Spirit subsequent    
to regeneration by which fully consecrated believers are 
purified of all sin and fit for service—a state maintained 
by faith and obedience. Methodists are Arminian, i.e.,
they disagree with all five points of Calvinism.

United Methodist Church (7.7 million) and the African 
Methodist Episcopal church bodies (about 2.5 million)       
are mainline churches. The Free Methodists are a small         
conservative body.

1536: John Calvin writes Institutes of the Christian Religion. 
1643-49: Westminster Standards define Presbyterian doctrine.
1789: Presbyterian Church (USA) first organized (see below).

40-50 million worldwide
2 million USA

Historic view: Scripture is inspired and infallible, the sole,
final rule of faith.
PCUSA: Scripture is “the witness without parallel” to  
Christ, but in merely human words reflecting beliefs of    
the time. The standard Protestant canon is accepted.

The one Creator and Lord of all, existing eternally as the 
Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit).

The eternal Son incarnate, fully God and fully man,
conceived and born of the virgin Mary, died on the Cross   
for our sins, rose bodily from the grave, ascended into   
heaven, and will come again in glory to judge us all.

We are saved by grace alone when God imputes to us      
his gift of righteousness through faith alone (sola fide)      
in Christ, who died for our sins. Good works are the 
inevitable result of true faith, but in no way the basis        
of our right standing before God.

The souls of believers upon dying go immediately to be   
with Christ. At Christ’s return, their bodies are raised to 
immortal, eternal life. The souls of the wicked begin        
suffering immediately in hell.

The church is the body of Christ, including all whom God 
has chosen as his people, represented by the visible 
church, composed of churches that vary in purity and    
corruption. Christ alone is the head of the church.
Congregations choose elders to govern them. Regional 
groups of elders (presbyteries) meet in denomination-wide 
General Assemblies.

Baptism is not necessary for salvation but is a sign of the  
new covenant of grace, for adults and infants. Jesus’ body 
and blood are spiritually present to believers in the Lord’s 
Supper.

Conservatives affirm the “five points of Calvinism”: humans 
are so sinful that they cannot initiate return to God; God 
chooses who will be saved; Christ died specifically to save 
those whom God chose; God infallibly draws to Christ those 
whom he chooses; they will never fall away.

The Presbyterian Church (USA), or PCUSA, is the mainline 
church. The Presbyterian Church in America (PCA) is the 
largest doctrinally conservative church body.
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"“DO NOT be yoked together

with unbelievers.
For what do righteousness and
wickedness have in common? Or 
what fellowship can light have with 
darkness?”—2 Cor. 6:14 

100 THINGS TO KNOW WHEN DATING
“Whatever is true, whatever is
noble, whatever is right, whatever 
is pure, whatever is lovely,
whatever is admirable—if anything
is excellent or praiseworthy—think 
about such things.”—Phil. 4:8

-1- -2- -3- -4- -5- -6-

1. Have I told my children that I plan to start dating, and explained to 
them that it may or may not work out, but that I will use my best 
judgment? 

2. Have I determined not to introduce my children to the person I’m 
dating until I’m sure it’s a committed relationship? (Introducing the 
person too soon can cause children confusion; children can become 
attached very quickly.)

3. Am I making sure that my children are getting enough attention and 
affection? (Sometimes children feel ignored or replaced when their 
parent starts dating; they may not want to “share” their parent with 
anyone else.) (Ps. 127:3)

4. How does the person I’m dating interact with my children? Loving?
Positive? Critical? Authoritarian? Ignore them? (Mark 10:13–16)

5. Does the person I’m dating respect my rules and boundaries about 
showing physical affection in front of the children?

6. How does he/she react when my children misbehave?
7. Does this person share my philosophy on discipline? Is he/she willing 

to change parenting styles? (Prov. 22:6)
8. Are there any signs of sexual or physical abuse, threats, or inappropriate 

and odd behaviors from this person toward my children? (Ps. 82:3–4)
9. Have I been honest with this person about my children’s other parent? 

Outstanding legal issues? Child support payments? Custody issues?
10. If we’re considering marriage, have we discussed how blending

families won’t be an overnight success, and what we’ll do to handle the 
challenges ahead? (It takes many years for step-families to bond closely.)
(Rom. 14:19)
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“Each of you should know that 

FINDING A HUSBAND OR WIFE 
FOR YOURSELF IS TO BE DONE IN 
A HOLY AND HONORABLE WAY,
not in the passionate, lustful way 
of people who don’t know God. 
No one should take advantage of 
or exploit other believers that way. 
The Lord is the one who punishes 
people for all these things.”
—1 Thess. 4:4–6 (GW)

“Therefore, with minds that are

ALERT AND FULLY SOBER,
set your hope on the grace to be 
brought to you when Jesus Christ 
is revealed at his coming. As
obedient children, do not conform
to the evil desires you had when 
you lived in ignorance. But just as 
he who called you is holy, so

BE HOLY IN ALL YOU DO; 
for it is written: ‘Be holy, because I 
am holy.’”—1 Peter 1:13–15

10 QUESTIONS TO ASK IF YOU HAVE CHILDREN

61. Does this person have high energy or 
low energy? Is this person similar to
you in intellect and ability? 

62. Does he/she seem to be courageous
and optimistic or pessimistic and
fearful?

63. Who decides what to do when you’re 
together? Is it always the same person? 

64. What kind of temper does this person 
have? Has he/she ever broken things 
or injured anyone in anger?
(Eph. 4:26–32) 

65. Does he/she tease, criticize, or mock
you? (Prov. 22:10)

66. Does this person have (or had) any
addictions: work, hobbies, drugs,
alcohol, pornography, gambling, or
the internet?

67. Does he/she make excuses for
behavior that is strange, odd, or
unusual?

68. Does this person put pressure on you 
to change in order to be loved? For
example, require you to report your
whereabouts, to spend less time with 
your family or friends, or be less
involved in your church? 

69. Is he/she achievement-oriented or
relaxed? Overly neat or overly messy?

70. Do you find yourself apologizing for
his/her behavior?

71. Does this person treat you differently 
in private than in front of people?

72. Does this person seem to resent
teachers, bosses, parents, or
coworkers? Why?

73. Does this person seem to think about 
sex constantly? Or the opposite:
repulsed by the idea of sex?
(Matt. 5:28; 1 Thess. 4:3–5)

74. Is  he/she t r ust wor t hy and
hardworking? If you were an
employer, would you hire this person?

75. Does this person have to win every
argument? Do you feel like he/she is 
always fighting with you or for you? 

76. How does this person drive?
Courteous? Hostile? Risks others’
l ives? Laughs at your fear?
(Prov. 14:29; James 1:19–20) 

77. Is this person willing to DTR (define
the relationship) and publicly
acknowledge that you’re a couple,
such as updating his/her online
relationship status?

78. Does this person flirt with others? Is 
he/she rude to you? Does he/she yell?
Seem overly possessive? (1 Cor. 13)

79. Is this person jealous about your time 
with friends and family? (Prov. 27:4;
James 3:14–16) 

80. Do the same bad behaviors happen
over and over, or does he/she change? 

41. How long has this person been a
Christian? How did he/she come to
know Christ?

42. How active is he/she in church, Bible 
studies, or ministries?

43. Whom does this person admire and
respect? Favorite leaders, celebrities,
athletes, or authors?

44. Does this person seem to have a true 
commitment to God and to following 
Jesus, or does he/she just say religious
things? (2 Tim. 3:5; 1 John 2:3–6)

45. Does this person do kind and loving
things for others without being asked, 
or does this person do helpful things 
only for those who will give something 
in return? (Luke 14:13–14; James 2:1–4)

46. Does this person joke or brag about
doing wrong things? (Prov. 10:23)

47. Does this person make wise decisions? 
Do people seek him/her out for good 
advice? Does this person seek wisdom
from parents or trusted Christians?
(Prov. 13:14)

48. How does this person treat your
family members? Does he/she make
excuses not to spend time with them? 
(1 Peter 3:8)

49. Does he/she laugh about other
people’s misfortunes? (Rom. 12:15)

50. When making a big decision, does this 
person seek God’s will, or is
the decision made primarily on
his/her own wants and desires?
(James 4:13–15; Matt. 26:39)

51. Does this person apologize after doing
something wrong or inappropriate?
If it ever occurred again, would it be 
OK with you?

52. When you say you are waiting until
marriage to have sex, will he/she
reject you? If so, it’s best to move on. 
(1 Cor. 6:18–20; Heb. 13:4)

53. Have you met his/her friends? What 
are they like? (People pick friends like 
themselves.) Does this person like
your friends? Do you respect his/her 
friends?

54. Does everything always seem to be
someone else’s fault, or does he/she
take responsibility for mistakes and
errors? (Ps. 139:23–24; Prov. 10:9)

55. Is this person nosey, gossipy, or unable 
to keep secrets about others?
(Prov. 11:13) 

56. Are you proud to be seen with this
person, or do you keep your
relationship hidden?

57. Is he/she well liked and respected by 
people whom you really like and
respect? (Prov. 31:23)

58. Is there anything about him/her that 
you would not want your parents or
friends to know?

59. Is he/she irritable, unforgiving,
stubborn, angry, or looking for an
opportunity to take revenge? (Rom.
12:16–19; Eph. 4:31–32; Prov. 21:9)

60. Is this person honest about his/her
own strengths, weaknesses, or
mistakes? Is he/she willing to work on 
them?

1. What city does this person live in, and 
how long has he/she lived in that
area?

2. Does this person live alone? With
roommates? At his/her parents’ home?

3. Is this person a Christian? How long
has this person attended his/her
church?

4. Where did this person grow up? 

5. How many brothers and sisters does
this person have? Where do they live?

6. Are this person’s parents alive? Do
they live nearby?

7. Does this person have a similar family 
background to yours?

8. How does this person describe his/her 
mother and father? 

9. What is this person’s favorite part of
his/her job or favorite subject at
school?

10. If working, how satisfying is his/her
job?  Why or why not? Does this person
change jobs frequently?

11. What are his/her interests? Sports?
Books? Movies? Games? Music? What 
does he/she do for fun? 

12. What goals does this person have in
life? Do they seem compatible with
yours?

13. Is he/she married, widowed,
divorced, or separated? If divorced, is
it final yet? 

14. How does he/she describe past
romantic relationships, if any? How
did the relationships end? Does this
person still keep in contact with his/
her exes? If so, how often? 

15. Is he/she coming from a recent
breakup? Are you concerned that this 
person may be looking for a rebound
relationship?

16. Has this person been engaged one or
more times before?

17. Does this person have children? How 
old? How many? Where are they now? 
How often does he/she see them? 

18. Is this person dating to find a marriage 
partner or just for fun? (It’s best to know 
early in a relationship what the other
person’s expectations are.) 

19. Does he/she want to have children
someday?

20. What is his/her last name? Home
address? Phone number? Email? Place 
of employment? School? (If you’re
meeting this person for the first time or
still getting to know each other, don’t
expect him/her to give you all this
information, and don’t think that you
should give all your information either.
Be cautious! However, if you’ve been
dating for a while and have developed a 
level of trust, but he/she still won’t share 
some of this basic information, this may 
be a red flag.)

81. What does this person wish to achieve 
in life before marrying? Is it realistic, 
or does he/she fear commitment?

82. Do you know anyone who has known 
him/her well for more than five years? 
If not, why not?

83. How does this person feel about his/
her childhood?

84. Has this person ever been the victim 
of sexual assault or sexual abuse?  If
so, has he/she spoken with a trained
counselor about it? 

85. Do you have any concerns that this
person might have same-sex
attraction? If so, have you talked
together about it? 

86. Has he/she ever asked you to keep a 
“bad” secret about addictions, health,
habits, or actions? (John 3:20–21)

87. Does this person call you names or
laugh at you when you make a mistake, 
or does he/she encourage you and help 
you feel better about yourself?
(Matt. 5:22; 1 Thess. 5:11; James 4:11) 

88. Have your parents or friends tried to 
warn you about him/her? (They never 
tell you the worst thing first. Accept the
first piece of information calmly. Then
ask if there is anything else you should
know.) (Prov. 23:22–23; 15:22)

89. Does this person say insensitive or
embarrassing things? Inappropriate
sexual jokes? Hurtful racial or sexist
comments? (Prov. 4:23; Matt. 15:18)

90. Has this person ever hit you, shoved
you, or “accidentally” hurt you?
(Remember, abuse should never be
tolerated.) (Prov. 6:16–19)

91. Are you both emotionally strong, or
do you have a patient-therapist
relationship with this person?

92. Does this person often blame others
(including you) for things that have
gone wrong in his/her life? Does this 
person feel like everyone is against
him/her?

93. Does this person have a history of
mental health challenges? If so, what
kind of help is he/she getting?

94. Does this person respect your
standards, or does he/she ask you to
violate your boundaries? Lie to
parents? Renege on responsibilities?
Go too far physically?

95. Does this person have any major
medical conditions or sexually
transmitted diseases?

96. Does this person have a criminal
record? Do you know the specifics of 
the crime and the outcome? Does this 
person acknowledge and seek
forgiveness for his/her wrongdoing, or 
instead make excuses? (Ps. 32:1–5;
Prov. 28:13; Rom. 13:1–4)

97. Does this person hope you will solve
some serious problem in his/her life,
such as finances, loneliness, stability, 
parenting, trouble with parents, or
depression? (1 Peter 5:6–7)

98. Are you genuinely attracted to this
person? If not, are you just staying in 
the relationship to please your parents, 
to be married, or to escape a tough
situation? (Prov. 16:2)

99. Do you think this person will improve 
if he/she marries you? Do you think
you can change this person? (It’s not
fair to marry a person expecting to
change him/her.)

100. Does this person care about your
wants and desires, or usually get his/
her own way? (Phil. 2:3–4)

21. Does this person play video games,
online gaming, gambling? How much 
time and money does he/she spend
on it?

22. What are this person’s goals and
dreams for life? Do you think those
are realistic? Is he/she making steps
toward them? 

23. Does this person have consistent
trouble paying bills or keeping a
budget? How much of this is caused
by irresponsibility or poor decisions?
(Ps. 37:21; Luke 16:9–12) 

24. How much time and energy does this 
person put into interests and hobbies? 
Politics? Sports? TV? Shopping?
Friends? If it never changed, could
you live with it without complaining?

25. Does this person have many friends
of the opposite sex? Do you? Do you
trust each other or is there jealousy?

26. If this person has children, how much 
time is spent with them? 

27. Do other men like him? Do other
women like her? (Same-gender
friendships are important to have.) 

28. Does this person have odd opinions,
poor manners, or trouble keeping
friends? Does this person often brag
about himself/herself? (1 Cor. 13:4–5)

29. How often does this person talk about 
making money or buying more
things? Does he/she regularly give to 
churches or charities? (1 Tim. 6:9–10)

30. Is this person good at making others
feel  comfor table? (1  Thess.  5:1 1 ;
Rom. 12:13) 

31. Does this person frequently outspend 
his/her income? Does he/she try to
borrow money often? Does this person 
repay loans quickly? (Prov. 22:26–27;
Rom. 13:7)

32. How much time does this person
expect you to spend together? Is that 
compatible with how often you expect 
to be together?

33. Is this person usually late, early, or
right on time to church, school, work, 
or dates? 

34. Has this person filed for bankruptcy
or is he/she in debt? If so, why? How 
much debt? Is he/she following a plan 
to eliminate the debt?

35. Does this person drink alcohol or
smoke? How much? How often? 

36. How does this person relax after a
long day?

37. Does this person get along with other 
people in his/her family? Do they like 
being together? How often does the
family get together? 

38. Does this person travel or vacation
frequently? How often is he/she out of
town? Or does he/she prefer to relax
at home?

39. Have you met this person’s parents?
What are they like? Do you respect
them? Do they respect you? 

40. Does he/she forget birthdays,
anniversaries, or other important
dates?

 Ask questions even if you
think you know the answers—
especially if you only know
the person through his/her
online profile!

 In friendship and in marriage,
you want someone who shares
your interests and values,
knows your personality, and
genuinely loves you. Once
you’ve gotten to know and
trust this person, be open
and honest about your
expectations.

 Journal frequently. Write
down anything that doesn’t
make sense. Strange behaviors
are worth writing down and

discussing with a parent,
mature Christian friend,
or mentor. Don’t show your
journal to the other person
and don’t post it online. You
need to keep your mind clear.
(1 Peter 4:7)

 Although it may be difficult
and painful to break up with
someone, it’s far more painful
to be married to someone who
isn’t right for you.

 Pray for wisdom. Pray for
guidance. God will give it.
Listen to God’s still, small
voice. (Matt. 21:22; Luke 11:9;
1 Peter 3:12)

There are a lot of things you need to know
about a person, whether you’re just
friends or thinking about something

more. As the Bible says, “Desire without
knowledge is not good” (Prov. 19:2). It’s best for
both people if they take the relationship
s-l-o-w-l-y! People who are capable of being
good friends usually make faithful, loving
spouses. It takes time to know a person’s true
character. Don’t rush it.

Some of the questions you should ask don’t
necessarily have “right” or “wrong” answers,
but are asked to help you know one another
better. (Prov. 12:26)
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Other Significant Church Bodies
There are many other Christian denominations that are not mentioned in this 
pamphlet. The following are some of the better known or more influential of these 
denominations.

Calvary Chapel
Roughly 500,000, mostly in the USA. Started by Chuck Smith in California as an 
independent charismatic church oriented to youth. Staunchly evangelical.

Christian and Missionary Alliance
About 430,000 in the USA; 6 million worldwide. Founded by A. B. Simpson, a faith-
healing evangelist of the late nineteenth century, it is an evangelical denomination in 
the Holiness tradition, emphasizing personal piety and evangelism.

Church of God (Cleveland, TN)

About 1 million in the USA; 7 million members worldwide and growing rapidly. The
largest of the Pentecostal “Church of God” bodies.

Church of the Nazarene
Roughly 650,000 in the USA; 2.2 million worldwide. A Holiness church body founded 
in Texas in 1908.

Evangelical Covenant Church (100,000 USA) 
Evangelical Free Church of America (350,000)

Two evangelical denominations in the USA with origins in the Free-Church tradition 
(which broke with the national Lutheran church bodies) of Scandinavia.

International Church of the Foursquare Gospel
Over 350,000 in the USA; about 4–8 million worldwide. A Pentecostal church body, 
founded by Aimee Semple McPherson, one of America’s most well-known women 
evangelists, and emphasizing physical as well as spiritual healing.

Salvation Army
About 450,000 in the USA. A Holiness church founded in 1878 by William Booth, 
a former Methodist preacher, and his wife Catherine Booth. It is best known for its 
ministries to the poor.

Vineyard Ministries International
Perhaps 190,000 in the USA (over 1,500 churches worldwide). Charismatic church 
body that started in 1974 with a single church; in 1982 a Calvary Chapel headed by 
John Wimber, whose ministry focused on praying for signs and wonders, became a 
Vineyard, after which Vineyard Ministries International (1983) began growing quickly 
throughout the world.
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The Bible gives us four biographers for Jesus’ life: Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John. See Jesus from four different points 
of view and learn how their views unite to flesh out a portrait 
of God. Consult this concise chart to find out where there 
are four Gospels instead of just one, why three Gospels are 
similar, but the fourth is very different.
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Christianity, Cults & Religions, Pamphlet
From Muslims to Mormons, there are over 77 million 
people in America who do not believe in biblical Christianity, 
according to a recent PEW Report. Now you can easily 
compare their beliefs to Christianity with this quick-reference 
pamphlet! Over 1 million copies sold! 
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Also available as a PDF Download.

Islam & Christianity, Pamphlet
This concise pamphlet allows you to compare the basic 
beliefs of Christians and Muslims (those who follow the 
Islamic faith) at a glance. It will help you reach out to your 
Muslim friends and neighbors with understanding, and 
learn how to answer misunderstandings.
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Denominations Comparison, Pamphlet

This pamphlet is an excellent source for pastors and teachers 
who want to present denominational beliefs in a concise and 
focused manner. The full color pamphlet compares 12 Christian 
denominations and what they believe on different topics. It 
includes a “Family Tree of Denominations” which shows the roots 
of today’s denominations and when they organized–first covering 
the six liturgical denominations followed by the six non-liturgical 
denominations. 
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Anabaptist        
Churches           

Congregational           
Churches            

Baptist               
Churches            

Churches             
of Christ

Adventist           
Churches             

Pentecostal 
Churches

When was it founded    
and by whom?

How many adherents?

How is Scripture viewed?

Who is God?

Who is Jesus?

How are we saved?

What happens 
after death?

What is the church?

What about the 
sacraments?

What are other beliefs    
and practices of note?

What are the major      
divisions or trends today?

N o n - L i t u r g i c a l  C h u r c h e s  In order by dateOther Significant Church Bodies
There are many other Christian denominations that are not   
mentioned in this pamphlet. The following are some of the 
better known or more influential of these denominations.

Calvary Chapel
Roughly 500,000, mostly in the USA. Started by Chuck Smith 
in California as an independent charismatic church oriented to 
youth. Staunchly evangelical.

Christian and Missionary Alliance
About 430,000 in the USA; 6 million worldwide. Founded by A. B. 
Simpson, a faith-healing evangelist of the late nineteenth century, 
it is an evangelical denomination in the Holiness tradition, 
emphasizing personal piety and evangelism.

Church of God (Cleveland, TN)
About 1 million in the USA; 7 million members worldwide and 
growing rapidly. The largest of the Pentecostal “Church of 
God” bodies.

Church of the Nazarene
Roughly 650,000 in the USA; 2.2 million worldwide. A Holiness 
church body founded in Texas in 1908.

Evangelical Covenant Church (100,000 USA)
Evangelical Free Church of America (350,000)
Two evangelical denominations in the USA with origins in the 
Free-Church tradition (which broke with the national Lutheran 
church bodies) of Scandinavia.

International Church of the Foursquare Gospel
Over 350,000 in the USA; about 4–8 million worldwide. A 
Pentecostal church body, founded by Aimee Semple McPherson, 
one of America’s most well-known women evangelists, and 
emphasizing physical as well as spiritual healing.

Salvation Army
About 450,000 in the USA. A Holiness church founded in 1878 
by William Booth, a former Methodist preacher, and his wife 
Catherine Booth. It is best known for its ministries to the poor.

Vineyard Ministries International
Perhaps 190,000 in the USA (over 1,500 churches worldwide). 
Charismatic church body that started in 1974 with a single 
church; in 1982 a Calvary Chapel headed by John Wimber, 
whose ministry focused on praying for signs and wonders, 
became a Vineyard, after which Vineyard Ministries International 
(1983) began growing quickly throughout the world.

© 2003, 2015 RW Research, Inc.
Rose Publishing, Inc.
4733 Torrance Blvd., #259
Torrance, California 90503 U.S.A.
All rights reserved. Printed in the 
United States of America.
Email: info@rose-publishing.com
www.rose-publishing.com

Item 440X Denominations Comparison. It is illegal to photocopy, 
post on the internet, or reproduce this pamphlet in any way.  
This pamphlet is also available as a 19” x 26” wall chart and as 
a PowerPoint® presentation.                                   320415SCG

Stock #440X Denominations Comparison pamphlet
Retailers: Package of 5 pamphlets= Stock# 441X (ISBN 13: 978-189094-736-1)

™xHSLITAy947354zv*:+:!:+:!

ISBN-13: 978-189094-735-4
9 0 0 0 0 >

Compare 12 Major Denominations and Their Beliefs

Catholic Church              
Orthodox Churches            
Anglican Churches              
Lutheran Churches

Presbyterian Churches            
Methodist Churches

Anabaptist Churches        
Congregational Churches

Baptist Churches               
Churches of Christ            
Adventist Churches          

Pentecostal Churches 

 Compare Christian Groups

        Founder, Date

Membership

View of Scripture

View of God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit

Salvation and Sacraments

Heaven and Hell

 Other Beliefs

 Fold-out chart
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1525: Protestants in Zurich begin believer’s baptism. 
1537: Menno Simons begins leading Mennonite movement.
1682: A Quaker, William Penn, founds Pennsylvania.

2 million worldwide 
1 million USA

Most view Scripture as the inspired means for knowing   
and following Jesus, but not as infallible. Jesus is the     
living Word. Scripture is the written Word that points to 
him. The standard Protestant canon is accepted. How 
believers live is emphasized over having correct doctrine.

The one Creator and Lord of all, revealed in Jesus through 
the Holy Spirit. Most affirm the Trinity in some way.

The Savior of the world, a man in whom God’s love and  
will are revealed by his life of service and his suffering   
and death. His deity, virgin birth, and resurrection are             
traditionally affirmed.

Salvation is a personal experience in which, through faith  
in Jesus, we become at peace with God, moving us to     
follow Jesus’ example as his disciples by living as        
peacemakers in the world.

No official view of what happens immediately after death.   
At Christ’s return God’s people will be raised to eternal life  
and the unrepentant will be forever separated from God 
(the traditional view).

The church is the body of Christ, the assembly and society 
of Christ’s disciples who follow him in the power of the 
Spirit. It is to be marked by holiness, love, service, a     
simple lifestyle, and peacemaking. No one system of 
church government is recognized; leadership is to be             
characterized by humble service and is primarily but      
not exclusively local.

Baptism is for believers only, a sign of commitment to    
follow Jesus. The Lord’s Supper is a memorial of his   
death. Most Quakers view sacraments as spiritual only,   
not external rites. 

Anabaptists and similar bodies are “peace churches,”  
teaching nonresistance and pacifism (the view that all      
participation in war is wrong). Doctrine is deemphasized,
and liberal views with social emphasis prevail in some  
church bodies, including most Quaker churches.

The Mennonite Church and Church of the Brethren are   
the largest bodies; the Amish (1693) are a variety of 
Mennonites. Quakers (Friends) originated separately but 
share much in common with Anabaptists.

1607: Members of a house church in England, illegal at 
that time, who were forced into exile.
1620: Congregationalists called Pilgrims sail on Mayflower 
to Plymouth (now in Massachusetts).

2.5 million worldwide
1.1 million USA

Most view Scripture as “the authoritative witness to the 
Word of God” that was living in Jesus, rather than viewing 
Scripture as the unerring Word of God. (UCC, see below.) 
The Bible and creeds are seen as “testimonies of faith, not 
tests of faith.” The standard Protestant canon is accepted.

The Eternal Spirit who calls the worlds into being and is 
made known in the man Jesus.

The crucified and risen Savior and Lord, in whom we are 
reconciled to God. (His deity and virgin birth are widely 
ignored or rejected except in the conservative church     
bodies.)

God promises forgiveness and grace to save “from sin   
and aimlessness” all who trust him, who accept his call   
to serve the whole human family.

Those who trust in God and live as Jesus’ disciples are 
promised eternal life in God’s kingdom. No position is taken 
on the future of the wicked (most reject the idea of eternal 
punishment).

The church is the people of God living as Jesus’ disciples  
by serving humanity as agents of God’s reconciling love.
Each local church is self-governing and chooses its own 
ministers. The United Church of Christ is not part of the 
“Churches of Christ” but was formed in 1957 as the 
union of the Congregational Christian Churches and the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church, a liberal Protestant body.

Congregations may practice infant baptism or believer’s  
baptism or both. Sacraments are symbols of spiritual     
realities.

The United Church of Christ (UCC) is one of the most     
theologically liberal denominations in the USA. Individual 
ministers and churches vary widely in belief. The United 
Church of Christ ordains openly homosexual men and 
women to ministry. 

United Church of Christ (1 million) is staunchly liberal. The 
National Assn. of Cong. Christian Churches (70,000) is a 
mainline body. The Conservative Congregational Christian 
Conference (42,000) is evangelical.

1612: John Smythe and other English Puritans form the 
first Baptist church. 
1639: The first Baptist church in America established in 
Providence, Rhode Island.

100 million worldwide             
32 million USA

Scripture is inspired and without error, the sole, final,
totally trustworthy rule of faith. The standard Protestant 
canon is accepted. (Mainline churches vary in the extent to 
which they continue to view Scripture as without error.)

The one Creator and Lord of all, existing eternally as the 
Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit).

The eternal Son incarnate, fully God and fully human,
conceived and born of the virgin Mary, died on the Cross   
for our sins, rose bodily from the grave, ascended into     
heaven, and will come again in glory to judge us all.

We are saved by grace alone when God imputes to us his 
gift of righteousness through faith alone (sola fide) in 
Christ, who died for our sins. Good works are the inevitable 
result of true faith, but in no way the basis of our right 
standing before God.

The souls of believers upon dying go immediately to be  
with Christ; and, at Christ’s return, their bodies are raised 
to immortal, eternal life. The wicked will suffer eternal  
punishment in hell.

The church (universal) is the body of Christ, which consists 
of the redeemed throughout history. The term “church”
usually refers to local congregations, each of which is 
autonomous, whose members are to be baptized believers 
and whose officers are pastors and deacons. Churches 
may form associations or conventions for cooperative    
purposes, especially missions and education.

Baptism is immersion of believers only as a symbol of their 
faith in Christ. The Lord’s Supper is a symbolic memorial of 
Christ’s death and anticipation of his return.

Most Baptist bodies emphasize evangelism and missions. 
Church and state are to be separate. Baptists include both 
Calvinists (dominant in the Southern Baptist Convention) 
and Arminians (dominant in mainline bodies and the    
Free-Will Baptist bodies).

Southern Baptist (15.7 million), a conservative body, are 
the largest Protestant denomination in the USA. American 
Baptists (1.3 million) and the National Baptists (8.5 million) 
are mainline churches.

1801: Barton Stone holds his Cane Ridge Revival in 
Kentucky. 1832: Stone’s Christians unite with Thomas and 
Alexander Campbell’s Disciples of Christ. They have       
different beliefs in some areas.

5-6 million worldwide 
3.5 million USA

“Where the Scriptures speak, we speak; where the 
Scriptures are silent, we are silent.” Churches of Christ  
view Scripture as the inerrant word of God; Disciples of 
Christ generally view Scripture as witness to Christ but   
fallible. The standard Protestant canon is accepted.

The one Creator and Lord of all. The creeds are rejected, 
but most conservatives accept the idea of the Trinity.

The Son of God, fully God and fully human, conceived and 
born of the virgin Mary, died on the Cross for our sins, rose 
bodily from the grave, ascended into heaven, and will come 
again in glory to judge us all.

Churches of Christ: A person must hear the gospel,   
believe in Christ, repent, confess Christ, be baptized, and 
persevere in holiness to be saved. Disciples of Christ:
God saves human beings (possibly all) by his grace, to 
which we respond in faith.

Churches of Christ: Believers immediately go to be with 
Christ and at his return are raised to immortality; the 
wicked will suffer eternally in hell. Disciples: Most believe 
in personal immortality but not hell.

Churches of Christ: The church is the assembly of those  
who have responded rightly to the gospel; it must be     
called only by the name of Christ. Only such churches      
are part of the restoration of true Christianity. Each local 
church is autonomous and calls its own pastors. Disciples  
of Christ have a similar form of church government but  are 
ecumenical, and thus do not claim to be the sole 
restoration of true Christianity.

Baptism is immersion of believers only, as the initial act    
of obedience to the gospel. Many Churches of Christ         
recognize baptism in their own churches only as valid.    
The Lord’s Supper is a symbolic memorial.

Many but not all Churches of Christ forbid the use of      
instrumental music in worship. International Churches of    
Christ teaches that its members alone are saved and is 
widely reported to strongly influence its members.

Churches of Christ (2 million) are conservative, some 
militantly and others not. Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) (650,000) is the mainline church body.

1844: William Miller’s prediction that Christ’s “advent” 
(return) would occur in 1844 failed. It was later interpreted 
as a heavenly event, not as an actual return.
1863: Seventh-day Adventist Church is organized.

17.5 million worldwide 
1 million USA

Scripture is inspired and without error, the final, totally 
trustworthy rule of faith. The standard Protestant canon is 
accepted; The Clear Word paraphrase is favored. Ellen G. White, 
an early Seventh-day Adventist leader, was a prophet; her 
writings are a “continuing and authoritative source of truth.”

The one Creator and Lord of all, “a unity of three co-eternal 
Persons” (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit).

The eternal Son incarnate, fully God and fully human,
conceived and born of the Virgin Mary, died on the cross 
for our sins, rose bodily from the grave, ascended into 
heaven, and will come again in glory to judge us all.

To be saved, we repent, believe in Christ as Example (in his 
life) and Substitute (by his death), and so by grace are 
made right with God and sanctified and empowered by the 
Spirit to live in obedience to God’s commandments. Those 
found obedient at the end will be saved.

Death for all people is an unconscious state. At Christ’s     
return the righteous will be raised for life in heaven. After  
a Millennium, the wicked will be raised only to be       
annihilated; the righteous will live forever on a new earth.

The universal church includes all who believe in Christ.         
The last days are a time of apostasy during which a        
remnant (the Seventh-day Adventist Church) keeps God’s              
commandments faithfully. The General Conference,       
composed of delegates from regional “union missions,” 
governs the whole church.

Baptism is by immersion and is contingent upon affirmation both of 
faith in Jesus and Adventist doctrines. Baptism is into the Seventh-
day Adventist Church. The Lord’s Supper is a symbolic memorial of 
Christ’s death, is practiced quarterly, and follows foot-washing.

In 1844 Christ began the “Investigative Judgment,” a work 
in heaven of determining who among the dead and living 
are true, loyal believers obeying God’s law. Rest and worship 
on Saturday is an essential element of that obedience. When 
the Judgment work is done, Christ will return.

The Seventh-day Adventist Church is by far the largest 
body, followed by SDA Reform Movement. Most of the 
smaller offshoots reject the Trinity and other historic 
Christian doctrines.

1901: Charles Fox Parham’s Kansas Bethel Bible College 
students speak in tongues. 1906: The Azusa Street revival 
(led by William J. Seymor in Los Angeles) launches 
Pentecostal movement. 1914: Assemblies of God organize.

250-500 million worldwide 
13.6 million USA (estimates vary)

Scripture is inspired and without error, the final, totally    
trustworthy rule of faith. The standard Protestant canon    
is accepted. Some church bodies view certain leaders     
as prophets with authoritative messages that are to be  
confirmed from Scripture.

The one Creator and Lord of all, existing eternally as the 
Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit).

The eternal Son incarnate, fully God and fully human,
conceived and born of the virgin Mary, died on the Cross   
for our sins, rose bodily from the grave, ascended into             
heaven, and will come again in glory to judge us all.

We are saved by God’s grace, by Christ’s death for our 
sins, through repentance and faith in Christ alone,
resulting in our being born again to new life in the Spirit, 
as evidenced by a life of holiness.

The souls of believers upon dying go immediately to be   
with Christ, and at Christ’s return their bodies are raised    
to immortal, eternal life. The wicked will suffer eternal      
punishment in hell.

The church is the body of Christ, in which the Holy Spirit 
dwells, which meets to worship God, and which is the 
agency for bringing the gospel of salvation to the whole 
world. Most church bodies practice a form of church     
government similar to Baptists.

Baptism is immersion of believers only, as a symbol of their 
faith in Christ. The Lord’s Supper is a symbolic memorial of 
Christ’s death and anticipation of his return.

Pentecostals in the strict sense view speaking in tongues 
as the initial evidence of baptism in the Holy Spirit (a    
second work of grace akin to entire sanctification in 
Methodism). Charismatics accept tongues but don’t view   
it as the only initial evidence of baptism in the Holy Spirit.

Assemblies of God (3 million USA, historically white) and 
Church of God in Christ (6.5 million USA, historically black) 
are the largest church bodies. “Oneness” churches reject 
the Trinity.
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