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Asylum controversy 1
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AMUEL had a dream to i 4 future. The of
go to the United King- i ‘ ve,a
dom to make a better life and

to be a professional soccer
player. On the path towards
fulfilling this almost impos-
sible dream, Samuel moved in

ture lies in the balmcewhxle
outside the barbed wire a
political battle is bemg
waged about their fate.

his youth from Burundi to As immigration to Britain »
Kenya. In Nairobi he found has increased over the years,
employment as a conductor .80 100 has the fear of the in-
of a matatu, East Africa’s digenes that they will be over
equivalent of a molue. “Eve- run and their island culturally

rything can be bought for
money,” he said, a statement
he proved by buying a Ken-
yan passport. With a Kenyan
passport in hand he secured
a visitor’s visa to the United
Kingdom. He arrived in Lon-
don with little money and no
contacts, Samuel soon met
other Africans who helped
him get a job in the informal
economy and find a place to
live. He struggled to make
ends meet, working almost
day and night. His real dream

arrest, it was discovered that

oBritish Prime Mzmster, Tony Blair

for economic asylum. Even

asylum seekers who authori-

ePresident Olusegun Obasanjo

crime. Few would imagine
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transformed. In recent years,
the immigration problem has
been complicated by the is-
sue of asylum seekers. In

| 1998, 46,000 people sought

political asylum in Britain,
and in 1999 the number
jumped to 71,000, carrying
the problem to near crisis
proportions. Based on the
United Nations Convention
of 1951 and the even stronger
European Convention on
Human Rights, everyone
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] These people are depend-
“ent on the government of the
l United Kingdom for support

smcexihcy cannot legally

- work. This is obviously a

huge financial burden, espe-
| cially on the London bor-
" oughs in which asylum seek-

ers are concentrated. In an

attempt to reduce the burden
| on London, the Home Office
has decided on a policy of
disbursement whereby asy-
lum seekers will be spread
throughout the country as
they await their ruling. By
disbursing the asylum seek-
ers, the government is cut-
ting them off from support-
ive communities and taking
them to live in places where
they are often unwanted and
where language barriers en-

has ahead;ubeea dom'- ‘was
\ poorly planned so that So-
l " malis from warring factions
' the government wanted all
Somalis to be in the same
place. In another place, the
government settled French
West Africans with asylum
seekers from the Caribbean,
assuming that since they
were all black they would live
. well together,
The government’s motto
. for their solution to the con-
troversial dilemma of how to
handle asylum seekers is
“Fu'mcr faster, fairer,”

were settled together since

They are certainly getting |

firmer, they hope to get faster,
but with dispersal they are
definitely not getting fairer,
In the midst of all the polm—

- cal controversy and attempts |

to speed up the process are

asylum seekers who for one .

reason or another are placed
" inthe types of detention cen- ~

* held. Many of those detained
were never informed fully as |
to why they are being incar- |
cerated and for how long |

_ thcy wﬂl remain in detcnnon.

- They are held like criminals,

Jut without the luxury of

| knowmg why or for how

\ wasfromNigem To protect
his identity from Nigerian
readers, I will simply use the
number by which he is cat-
egorizéd while in detention,
#IA. #9A left Nigeria in Feb-
ruary to visit a friend in Lon-
‘don. Upon his arrival, he was
arrested and imprisoned in
solitary confinement under
. horrible conditions. During
his brief incarceration, he
applied for political asylum
based on his ‘involvement
with the O’odua Peoples
Congress, and was thereaf-
ter transferred to the intern-
. ment centre.

In nearly two months, he
has only met his solicitor
once. “They say here they
have human rights, but there

J

tres in which Samuel is being ]

is none,” #9A said. When he
returns to Nigeria, he added,
“I will give hcll to any Eng-
Jishman [ meet.”

#9A complained about
the arbitrary room searches,
and the terrible food they are
fed. He finds that the British~
security guards are surprised

when he and other Nigerians
refusc to eat the food they
are given. “They assume
that since we are from Africa

“we will be despemte to eat
anything,” he commented.
This and other acts of defi-
ance onthe part of the Nige-
rians detained there have ex-
hibited a level of pride which
further frustrates the authori-
ties, On this, #9A said, ‘“We
aren’t subservient as Afri-
cans are expected to be, and
that frustrates them.”

At this point, #9A has no
idea why he was first ar-
rested, why he is being de-
tained, and what his near or
distant future will hold. His
experiencein the United King-
dom shocked him-and shat-
tered all Qis visions and

dreams of what life in Europe”

would be like.
quickly and hars
in the West is not negessar-
ily as glorious as the inmge
of it held by so many Nigeri-

that life

| ans and other Africans. As

- Samuel and #9A have both
\ learned, instead of streets
| paved with gold and unprec-

| edented opportunity, for

-some lie 1 Europe is only

about disappointment, frus-

| tration and loneliness

ﬁbetterhfemBuroﬁe‘

-Whatever ‘happens, 1hc

| hopes he is not sent back to

Kenya where he says there
are too few opportunities.
Instead, he hopes he can
somehow make it to Ireland
where he is told the govern-
ment is friendlier to people
This is not to say that op-
portunity does not exist for
those who make it to the
Western world from Africa. '

-Many do achieve a great deal

of success, but most end up
in mid-level unskilled jobs
they would never perform
back in their country of ori-
gin.

For them, it is the future
of their childrea they are
struggling for. More than
anything else, this article :
to let people know the pot.::
tial dangers of taking i}
gamble and leaving Africs

| without proper preparations.

Like the examples of Samugi
and #9A, dreams do not al-
ways come true.







