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FOREWORD

The plan to publish a documentary on "The Church of Christ in the
Sudan among the Tiv" (NKST), has been nursed over a long period.
Because of the Church’s enormous potentials, the NKST Synod
decided to commission a group that ‘could do the job of properly
presenting her to the whole world at this time. Those who have
intimately known the NKST Church over the years may not need this
work, but there a millions who do not know her well
enough—including, sadly, many of her own members. All of those,
and many later students of the NKST Church, will stand to benefit
immensely from this highly commendable job done here. It tells the
origin, the struggles (and frustrations at times), the yearnings. the
accomplishments and the direction of this indigenous Church.

Despite their many other commitments and engagements,
members of this editorial committee have worked tirelessly to put out
this valuable document in the tight time schedule given them. We
greatly appreciate this hard work and dedication to a call to serve the
Lord in His vineyard.

It is not that nothing has been written or told about the NKST
Church ever since its founding. On the contrary, a lot of precise and
valuable information about the entire ‘mission work among the Tiv
people and the entire sub-saharan region, has been preserved in
written works carried out by white Missionaries who served among
us. Examples include Rev. Cassaleggio’s The Land Shall Yield Its
Fruit, Rev. Rubingh’s Sons of Tiv, Rev. Edgar Smith’s Nigerian
Harvest, and a partial translation of Akiga’s Story, done by Rupert
East from the larger work by Akiga Saai, one of the early Tiv
Christians.

These works by non-native missionaries, though meaning very
well indeed. have in some cases failed to present a very accurate and
sympathetic view of practices and actions of the people they were
reporting on. This probably happened because of the cultural
difference between them and the people they wrote on. This "culture
in crisis" sometimes occurs in a sociological work, and the resulting



picture becomes tainted to an extent. This work here, done at the turn
of the new millenium, is a one-volume work that seeks to present the
picture of the NKST Church in its correct perspective, and also tries
to clear the air on some of the misinformation about the Church.

It is hoped that this work will go a long way to helping many
to develop a healthy view of the NKST Church, even where another
view has already formed, based on other information. We very much
deny the allegation that we are "a Tiv Church". Rather, we firmly
believe with Saint Paul, that: ’

There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to
one hope when you were called—one Lord, one faith, one
baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and
through all and in all [Ephesians 4:4-6].

Wishing you a happy reading.

Rev. G.N. Oragbe,
NKST GENERAL SECRETARY,
(1997-2003).
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CHAPTER 1

PRIOR TO THE BEGINNING OF MISSION WORK IN TIV
LAND

By the beginning of the 1800s AD, many things were happening in
Europe and West Africa that came to have direct or indirect bearing on
the bringing of the gospel message to Tiv land in the savannah region of
the present-day Nigeria. Principal among them was the Trans-Atlantic
Slave Trade that had been going on along the West African coast for
over three hundred years by this time.

EUROPE

In Europe at this time there were many moves to end this obnoxious and
thoroughly degrading trade in human lives. Of note are the efforts of the
likes of William Wilberforce, Granville Sharp, Fowel Buxton, John
Wesley and others, who spoke out very strongly against the practice,
urging its abolition. Many preachers also started preaching equality of
all men before God and a common fatherhood in Him. Besides, many *
. successions of Popes in the Roman Catholic Church had been
condemning the trade, and they even prohibited it.'

Thomas Fowell Buxton in particular wrote a book titled "The
African Slave Trade and its Remedy”, in which he advocated that the
slaves be returned to their homeland and engaged in agricultural
development and evangelisation. He felt convinced that "the combined
introduction of the Bible and the plough would usher in light and
civilisation into the heart of the African continent."?,

'Onwubiko,K.B.C, History of West Africa A.D. 1000-1800,
Onitsha, 1982, p 279. :

%bid., p. 282

SE.N. Cassaleggio, The Land Shall Yield Its Fruit, Sekwane,
1964, p. 2


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































